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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

1 Multiple 
Choice Literary 

Demonstrate understanding 
of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. (L.8.5) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

2 Multi-
Select Literary 

Analyze how particular lines 
of dialogue or incidents in a 
story or drama propel the 
action, reveal aspects of a 
character, or provoke a 
decision. (RL.8.3) 

Level 2 A, E 1 point 

3 Multiple 
Choice Literary 

Analyze how differences  
in the points of view and 
perspectives of the 
characters and the audience 
or reader (e.g., created 
through the use of dramatic 
irony) create effects such as 
suspense or humor. (RL.8.6) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

4 Multiple 
Choice Literary 

Demonstrate understanding 
of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. (L.8.5) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

5 Hot Text Literary 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific word 
choices on meaning, mood, 
and tone, including analogies 
or allusions to other texts.  
(RL.8.4) 

Level 3 --- 1 point 

6 Multiple 
Choice Literary 

Analyze how a modern work 
of fiction alludes to themes, 
patterns of events, or 
character types from myths, 
traditional stories, and 
religious literary texts, such as 
(but not limited to) the Bible 
and The Epic of Gilgamesh, 
including describing how the 
material is rendered new. 
(RL.8.9) 

Level 2 D 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

7 

Evidence
-Based 
Selected 
Response 

Literary 

Analyze literary text 
development. a. Determine a 
theme of a text and analyze 
its development over the 
course of the text, including its 
relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot.  
b. Incorporate a theme and 
its relationship to other story 
elements into an objective 
summary of the text. (RL.8.2) 

Level 3 D; 
A, D 2 points 

28 Hot Text Informational 

Cite the textual evidence that 
most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. (RI.8.1) 

Level 1 --- 1 point 

29 Multiple 
Choice Informational 

Analyze how a text makes 
connections among and 
distinctions between 
individuals, ideas, or events 
(e.g., through comparisons, 
analogies, or categories). 
(RI.8.3) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

30 Hot Text Informational 

Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims 
in a text, assessing whether 
the reasoning is sound and 
the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is 
introduced. (RI.8.8) 

Level 2 --- 1 point 

31 Multiple 
Choice Informational 

Analyze in detail the structure 
of a specific paragraph in a 
text, including the role of 
particular sentences in 
developing and refining a key 
concept. (RI.8.5) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

32 

Evidence
-Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Determine an author’s 
perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how the 
author acknowledges and 
responds to conflicting 
evidence or viewpoints. 
(RI.8.6) 

Level 3 B; D 2 points 

33 Extended 
Response Writing 

Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the 
selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content. 
(W.8.2) 

Level 4 --- 10 
points 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) refers to the complexity of thinking required to complete  
a task in a given item. Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. Items with a DOK 2 designation 
require students to make decisions, solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or 
locate supportive details. Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive 
tasks such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, justifying, or 
proving a statement, or approaching abstract and complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 
items will be developed at the DOK 3 level for each set of items written to a passage  
or passage set. Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to be 
synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may be used for the 
development of extended response items in ELA. 



1 (2019) 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

 
Stimulus for Questions 1 – 7 
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Stimulus for Questions 1 – 7 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

 
Question 1 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 1 

 
27337 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (L.8.5)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the second portion of the 
sentence reveals what happens to Narcissus, the target phrase is not directly 
tied to the water or to Narcissus's health. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While Narcissus was cursed by the 
gods, this phrase is not about the intensity of their anger; rather, it shows the 
intensity with which Narcissus was obsessed with himself. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The flame is a metaphor for his obsession with his 
reflection and like fire consumes wood, it is consuming him. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While Narcissus is in love, it is with his 
reflection, and the wider implication is that this is a shallow, superficial love, not 
a broad and generous love. 

 
 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

 
Question 2 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 2 

 
28195 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or 
incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a 
character, or provoke a decision. (RL.8.3)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: Key – Narcissus is literally in love with his own 
appearance and is confident in his beauty. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. This is a misreading of "Surely my 
face is not one to repel you"; he is confident in his beauty, not questioning or 
nervous about his looks. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. While the sentences show confusion 
on Narcissus’s part, they don't show distress or anguish about the act of falling 
in love itself. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. This is a misreading of the purpose 
of Narcissus saying, "The nymphs love me, and you yourself look not indifferent 
upon me." He is using this to support his assertion that he is attractive, not that 
people like him for his actions/behavior. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – "The nymphs love me" shows how Narcissus not 
only considers himself beautiful but is accustomed to others having the same 
view that he does regarding his youth and beauty. 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

 
Question 2 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 
correct choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, all selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, all selections must be correct. 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

 
Question 3 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 3 

 
28197 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Analyze how differences in the points of view and 
perspectives of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., 
created through the use of dramatic irony) create effects such as 
suspense or humor. (RL.8.6)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. There is no evidence that others find 
Dorian unattractive in the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Dorian's mocking kiss is not designed to 
show affection; it simply shows how removed he thinks he is from Narcissus. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – Dorian is in love with himself and shows his 
infatuation with himself by longing to kiss his own lips just as Narcissus was 
obsessed with himself. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. There is no evidence that Dorian fears 
the painting will soon be discovered in the passage. 

 
 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

 
Question 4 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 4 

 
28300 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (L.8.5)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While Dorian notes how the light 
“touches” the painting in paragraph 2, seasonal light is not what the sentence 
refers to. Instead, the sentence uses the seasons as a metaphor for aging. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Dorian’s attitude toward the painting is 
not affected by the literal changing of the seasons; instead, the seasons are 
used as a metaphor to describe how he feels about the fact that the image 
will age and he will not. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The seasons are used as a metaphor for aging; 
spring is youth, summer is adulthood; fall is middle-age, and winter is old age. 
Dorian is reflecting on the fact that the image will change, but his body will 
not. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the seasons are described as 
changing, the painting changes too. 

 
 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Spring 2019 Item Release 

 
Question 5 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 5 

 
27343 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning, 
mood, and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
(RL.8.4)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full credit (1-point) response includes any TWO of the following: 
 

• the horrible sympathy that existed 

OR 

• or with what fateful consequences 

OR 

• it might be fraught? 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

 
Question 5 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because two of the 
three possible correct choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because two of the 
three possible correct choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because two of the 
three possible correct choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, all selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the choices 
selected are incorrect. 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

 
Question 6 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 6 

 
28425 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Analyze how a modern work of fiction alludes to 
themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, 
traditional stories, and religious literary texts, such as (but not limited 
to) the Bible and The Epic of Gilgamesh, including describing how 
the material is rendered new. (RL.8.9)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



32 (2019) 
  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although there are references to the 
seasons in both passages, the objects do not symbolize the seasons; they 
symbolize the main characters. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although both objects symbolize love in 
some sense, it is love of self, not romantic relationships. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the painting will age in the 
future, this is supposed to be what literally happens in the novel; it is not a 
symbol of the future. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – The painting in Wilde's novel functions like the 
fountain in the Greek myth: it is designed to be a reflection of a character 
who is consumed with self-love. 

 
 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

 
Question 7 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 7 

 
28194 
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Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Literary  
 
Content Standard: Analyze literary text development. a. Determine a 
theme of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 
text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot. b. 
Incorporate a theme and its relationship to other story elements into 
an objective summary of the text. (RL.8.2)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While fate is touched upon in each 
passage, it is in terms of what will eventually happen, or what does happen, 
but not the inevitability of it or being powerless to escape it. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While Narcissus stays by the fountain 
until he wastes away, only Dorian fears growing old. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the topic of vanity and self-love 
is discussed in both passages, the idea that love is difficult to find is not a 
common theme in both passages. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – Both passages highlight the idea that things are 
not as they appear: Narcissus believes his reflection is another person and falls 
in love; Dorian appears to be physically young but his true age (older than he 
appears) is reflected in the painting. 
 
Part B 
 
Rationale for First Option: Key – This supports the theme in Part A as Narcissus 
believes his reflection to be another person, but it is not. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. This is a misinterpretation of the 
text. Narcissus never realizes that he has fallen in love with himself. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. While the passage mentions that 
Narcissus was hunting, it doesn't say whether or not he has caught anything, 
and this does not support the key in Part A. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: Key – The thought process Dorian goes through in 
the passage reveals that the painting will age and he will not. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. While Dorian will stay young and 
beautiful, he doesn't focus on the idea of fitness or strength as integral to 
being happy. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. This is a misread of the text; Dorian's 
body will remain youthful, but his painting will age. Because the passage takes 
place in Dorian's thoughts, one could misinterpret and believe that Dorian is 
deceiving himself. 
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Grade 8 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

 
Question 7 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to 
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct in their entirety. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to 
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct in their entirety. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct in 
their entirety. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answers; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Stimulus for Questions 28 – 33 
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Stimulus for Questions 28 – 33 
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Question 28 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 28 

 
27961 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. (RI.8.1)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 
Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full credit (1-point) response includes: 
 

• “In October 1888 Edison wrote, ‘I am experimenting upon an instrument 
which does for the Eye what the phonograph does for the Ear . . .’” 
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Spring 2019 Item Release 

 
Question 28 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the correct 
choice is selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the selected 
choice is incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the selected 
choice is incorrect. 
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Spring 2019 Item Release 

 
Question 29 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 29 

 
27975 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Analyze how a text makes connections among 
and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through 
comparisons, analogies, or categories). (RI.8.3)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although paragraph 4 mentions 
expansion to a movie theater in New York, there is no evidence in either 
paragraph of widespread appeal. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although Edison created many new 
inventions, and they likely were not perfect the first time he tested them, there 
is no evidence in the text to support Edison as someone motivated by personal 
failings. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – These paragraphs show how Edison's inventions 
evolved into the development of a modern-day movie theater. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although passage 4 mentions paying 
money to see one of Edison’s films, there is no evidence to support Edison as 
someone who thought he was going to make a lot of money from his 
inventions. 

 
 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Spring 2019 Item Release 

 
Question 30 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 30 

 
27964 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Delineate and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound 
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced. (RI.8.8)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
For this item, a full credit (1-point) response includes: 
 

• “The Lumiere brothers in France were also extremely important in the 
development of movies.” 
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Question 30 

 
Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the correct 
choice is selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the selected 
choice is incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the selected 
choice is incorrect. 
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Spring 2019 Item Release 

 
Question 31 

 
Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 31 

 
28305 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Analyze in detail the structure of a specific 
paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in 
developing and refining a key concept. (RI.8.5)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although these paragraphs indicate Le 
Prince's disappearance, they do not indicate any lack of confidence on Le 
Prince's part. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – These paragraphs indicate that Le Prince could 
not challenge Edison's claims and that until a documentary about Le Prince, 
Le Prince's role in inventing motion pictures was largely unknown. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although these paragraphs indicate 
Le Prince's disappearance, they do not indicate any intent on Le Prince's part. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although these paragraphs indicate  
Le Prince's disappearance, they do not indicate any plans for Le Prince and 
Edison to collaborate. 

 
 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 32 
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Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational  
 
Content Standard: Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in 
a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to 
conflicting evidence or viewpoints. (RI.8.6)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage  
or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Le Prince and Edison are 
mentioned in Passage 2, the passage does not indicate that Edison knew or 
acknowledged anything about Le Prince. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The author of Passage 2 describes how Louis Le 
Prince is overlooked in terms of his contributions. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although Edison and others are 
mentioned in Passage 2, the author does not mention collaboration as much 
as credit being given for Le Prince's initial contribution. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although Le Prince, Edison and the 
Lumiere brothers are mentioned in Passage 2, the passage does not indicate 
that they drew their ideas from Le Prince's inventions, only that he created 
these inventions before the others. 
 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although this option mentions Edison 
and the Lumiere brothers, it does not mention anything about Le Prince's 
contribution. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although this option describes Le 
Prince's patent, it does not relate explicitly to the motion picture. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although this option describes the 
content of Le Prince's motion picture, it does not relate to Le Prince's role as an 
inventor. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – This option describes how Le Prince was first to 
do what others have long been credited with. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Points Possible: 10 
 
Topic: Writing   
 
Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. (W.8.2)  
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 4 
Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to 
be synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may 
be used for the development of extended response items in ELA. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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Sample Response: 10 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full 
credit (4 points) for Purpose, Focus and Organization. The 
response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the 
purpose, audience, and task with an effective organizational 
structure, earning the maximum four points in the assigned 
category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns full credit  
(4 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
thorough, convincing, and credible support while citing 
evidence for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 9 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full 
credit (4 points) for Purpose, Focus and Organization. This 
response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the 
purpose, audience, and task with an effective organizational 
structure, earning the maximum four points in the assigned 
category. The response offers a clear controlling idea that is 
maintained throughout; it also demonstrates a logical 
progression of ideas with a satisfying introduction and 
conclusion. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
adequate support when incorporating and citing evidence 
for the controlling idea. There is also an adequate use of 
elaborative techniques and some variation in sentence 
structure. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus and Organization. This 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience, and task with an evident 
organizational structure, earning three out of four points in  
the assigned category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
adequate support when incorporating and citing evidence 
for the controlling idea. There is also an adequate expression 
of ideas and vocabulary and some variation in sentence 
structure. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 7 points 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus and Organization. This 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience, and task with an evident 
organizational structure, earning three out of four possible 
points in the assigned category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as the response 
provides weak, cursory support for the controlling idea and 
an insufficient use of elaborative techniques. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 6 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus and Organization. This 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience, and task with an evident 
organizational structure, earning three out of four possible 
points in the assigned category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as the response 
provides weak, cursory support for the controlling idea and 
an insufficient use of elaborative techniques. In addition, 
there are no citations present. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) in 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 5 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus and Organization. While 
this response has a controlling idea, it is insufficiently sustained 
within the purpose, audience, and task. Likewise, its 
organization is inconsistent and presents an uneven 
progression of ideas, earning two out of the four possible 
points for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as the response 
provides weakly integrated evidence from sources with an 
ineffective use of elaborative techniques. In addition, the 
expression of ideas is simplistic with little variety in sentence 
structure. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) in 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 4 points 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus and Organization. While it 
has one controlling idea, it is only tangentially related to the 
required purpose and task. The writer offers an argumentative 
response rather than an informative one. In addition, the 
response demonstrates few transitional strategies, and it 
includes some confusing ideas. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides cursory 
support for the controlling idea. Likewise, the expression of 
ideas is vague and unclear. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 3 points 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus and Organization. The 
response is related to the topic but demonstrates little 
awareness of the purpose, audience, and task and has no 
discernible organizational structure, earning one out of four 
possible points for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides cursory 
support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) in 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus and Organization. This 
response has one controlling idea and is related to the topic 
but demonstrates little awareness to the purpose, audience, 
and task. In addition, the response is too brief to demonstrate 
knowledge of an organizational structure, earning one out of 
four possible points for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides cursory 
support for the controlling idea and the expression of ideas is 
vague and unclear. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) in 
Conventions because the response demonstrates a lack of 
command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns no 
credit (0 points) for Purpose, Focus and Organization. The 
response is minimally related to the topic, demonstrates no 
awareness of the purpose, audience, and task and has no 
discernible organizational structure, earning zero out of four 
possible points for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit  
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides cursory 
support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) in 
Conventions because the response demonstrates a lack of 
command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns no 
credit (0 points) for Purpose, Focus and Organization. This 
response is minimally related to the topic and demonstrates 
no awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. Likewise, it 
has no discernible organizational structure, earning zero out 
of four possible points for this category. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit  
(0 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides no 
support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) in 
Conventions because the response demonstrates a lack of 
command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly 
copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly 
copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there is not 
enough original student work in comparison to text directly 
copied from the prompt/passages. 




