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Grade 7 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

6 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. (L.7.5) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

7 Multi-
Select Literary 

Analyze how an author uses 
the point of view to develop 
and contrast the perspectives 
of different characters or 
narrators in a text. (RL.7.6) 

Level 2 A, C 1 point 

8 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact 
of specific language choices, 
such as sensory words or 
phrases, on meaning and 
tone, including rhymes and 
other repetitions of sounds 
(e.g., alliteration) on a specific 
verse or stanza of a poem or 
section of a story or drama. 
(RL.7.4) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

9 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze how an author uses 
the point of view to develop 
and contrast the perspectives 
of different characters or 
narrators in a text. (RL.7.6) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

10 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Literary 

Analyze how an author uses 
the point of view to develop 
and contrast the perspectives 
of different characters or 
narrators in a text. (RL.7.6) 

Level 2 D; A, C 2 points 

11 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Literary 

Analyze how particular 
elements of a story or drama 
interact (e.g., how setting 
shapes the characters or plot). 
(RL.7.3) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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Grade 7 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

12 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Literary 

Analyze literary text 
development. a. Determine a 
theme of a text and analyze its 
development over the course 
of the text. b. Incorporate the 
development of a theme and 
other story details into an 
objective summary of the text. 
(RL.7.2) 

Level 2 A; D 2 points 

13 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze 
the impact of a specific word 
choice on meaning and tone. 
(RI.7.4) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

14 Multi-
Select Informational 

Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims 
in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and 
sufficient to support the claims. 
(RI.7.8) 

Level 2 A, C 1 point 

15 Multi-
Select Informational 

Cite several pieces of textual 
evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from 
the text. (RI.7.1) 

Level 1 C, D 1 point 

16 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze the interactions 
between individuals, events, 
and ideas in a text (e.g., how 
ideas influence individuals or 
events, or how individuals 
influence ideas or events). 
(RI.7.3) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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Grade 7 English Language Arts 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

17 Multi-
Select Informational 

Analyze informational text 
development. a. Determine 
two or more central ideas in a 
text and analyze their 
development over the course 
of the text. b. Provide an 
objective summary of the text 
that includes the central ideas 
and their development. (RI.7.2) 

Level 2 C, D 1 point 

18 Multi-
Select Informational 

Cite several pieces of textual 
evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from 
the text. (RI.7.1) 

Level 1 A, B 1 point 

19 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Analyze how two or more 
authors writing about the same 
topic shape their presentations 
of key information by 
emphasizing different 
evidence or advancing 
different interpretations of 
facts. (RI.7.9) 

Level 2 A; C 2 points 

20 Extended 
Response Writing 

Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the 
selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content. 
(W.7.2) 

Level 4 --- 10 points 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) refers to the complexity of thinking required to complete  
a task in a given item. Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. Items with a DOK 2 designation 
require students to make decisions, solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or 
locate supportive details. Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive 
tasks such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, justifying, or 
proving a statement, or approaching abstract and complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 
items will be developed at the DOK 3 level for each set of items written to a passage  
or passage set. Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to be 
synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may be used for the 
development of extended response items in ELA. 
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Grade 7 English Language Arts 

Spring 2019 Item Release 
 

Stimulus for Questions 6 – 12 
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Stimulus for Questions 6 – 12 
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Grade 7 English Language Arts 

Spring 2019 Item Release 
 

Question 6 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 6 

 
35825 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (L.7.5) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the sentence alludes to a 
king, it does not mean that the rooster is walking around freely. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although this sentence does mean that 
the rooster seemed proud of his appearance, this does not mean that he was 
groomed and cleaned. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The sentence means that the rooster was no 
longer injured and frail, but proud as it paraded itself across the farm yard. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the paragraph mentions that 
the rooster has recovered from an injury, this sentence does not mean the 
rooster is slow to respond. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 7 English Language Arts 

Spring 2019 Item Release 
 

Question 7 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 7 

 
35610 
 

 
 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how an author uses the point of view to 
develop and contrast the perspectives of different characters or 
narrators in a text. (RL.7.6) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: Key – Jauncho repeats his grandmother’s proverbs 
to show that he is influenced by their wisdom. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. Her words add to the story, but 
she does not narrate the story. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: Key – The grandmother’s words add another level 
of analysis to the narration of the boys’ story in the text.  
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. Juancho remembers her words at 
important moments during the passage, but they do not provide context for 
understanding the brothers’ history. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. Although the grandmother does 
infuse wisdom at points in the story, this is not used as a reminder of the 
importance of her role in the story. 
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Grade 7 English Language Arts 

Spring 2019 Item Release 
 

Question 7 
 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 
correct choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Grade 7 English Language Arts 

Spring 2019 Item Release 
 

Question 8 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 8 

 
35606 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific language choices, such as 
sensory words or phrases, on meaning and tone, including rhymes 
and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse 
or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. (RL.7.4) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – The word “volley” suggests an outpouring of 
seeds coming from their mouths all at the same time. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The brothers appear to be aiming their 
seeds at Juancho, not spitting them accidentally.  
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the brothers are spitting 
seeds at Juancho, they are not careless with them. In fact they seem to aim 
them somewhat carefully. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the seeds are aimed at a 
specific target, the word “volley” does not indicate that they are competing 
with each other, but instead are attempting to hit Juancho together.  
 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 7 English Language Arts 

Spring 2019 Item Release 
 

Question 9 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 9 

 
35604 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how an author uses the point of view to 
develop and contrast the perspectives of different characters or 
narrators in a text. (RL.7.6) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Juancho is not described as 
saying anything in response to his brothers' actions, there is no evidence in the 
text indicating whether or not he respects them. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The brothers ignore Juancho and spit seeds at 
him, showing their lack of respect for him and his hard work. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the brothers are dismissive of 
Juancho and have fun at his expense with the watermelon seeds, they do not 
express the desire for him to go away. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although it is clear from the narrator's 
descriptions of their actions that Juancho works far harder than his brothers, 
there is no indication in paragraph 4 that Juancho feels that way. 

 
 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Spring 2019 Item Release 
 

Question 10 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 10 

 
35583 
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Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how an author uses the point of view to 
develop and contrast the perspectives of different characters or 
narrators in a text. (RL.7.6) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. All the brothers are excited and happy 
at the discovery of the watermelon and the fortune it will bring; there is no 
difference in their thoughts on their fortune or the watermelon. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although it is clear from their actions 
that the older brothers do not work as hard as Juancho to care for the 
animals, the passage does not give any information about any of the brothers’ 
thoughts regarding the animals. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although Juancho is more strategic 
and successful in accumulating wealth, the brothers’ attitudes toward the 
discovery of the watermelon and the fortune it brings are the same. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – The brothers differ in their attitudes toward work 
in a way that clearly shows their differing perspectives in general. Juancho is 
caring and conscientious, and his brothers are the opposite. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for First Option: Key – This sentence shows the difference in the 
brothers’ attitudes toward work. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. This sentence shows the older 
brothers’ attitude toward wealth, but it does not support the answer to Part A. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: Key – This detail shows Juancho’s commitment to 
working and taking care of his animals which contrasts with his brothers’ 
actions in the passage. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. This sentence shows that 
Juancho’s older brothers think the rain is going to help their animals grow and 
be successful at the fair, but it does not support the answer in Part A. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. This sentence shows what the 
brothers thought of the watermelon when they saw it, but it does not support 
the answer in Part A. 
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Grade 7 English Language Arts 

Spring 2019 Item Release 
 

Question 10 
 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to 
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct in their entirety.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are both incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to earn 
full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct 
in their entirety. 



29 (2019) 
  

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B 
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to 
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be 
correct in their entirety. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answers; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers a correct 
answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is incorrect. In 
order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B 
must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for this item, 
Part A must be correct. 
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Grade 7 English Language Arts 

Spring 2019 Item Release 
 

Question 11 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 11 

 
35609 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how particular elements of a story or 
drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
(RL.7.3) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the storm leads to the growth 
of the watermelon and the brothers’ wealth and happiness, these things 
cannot be predicted from the storm itself. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The storm causes several problems for the 
brothers and the town but also results in the watermelon growing, which leads 
them to win prize money and be able to repair their roof. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the animals become sick 
and the crops are destroyed by the storm, the watermelon plant represents 
hope for a new change, not a continued failure. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the storm does come upon 
the farm unexpectedly, this does not describe the effect of this event on the 
rest of the events in the passage. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
  



35 (2019) 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Grade 7 English Language Arts 

Spring 2019 Item Release 
 

Question 12 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 12 

 
35605 
 

 

Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Literary 
 
Content Standard: Analyze literary text development. a. Determine a 
theme of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 
text. b. Incorporate the development of a theme and other story 
details into an objective summary of the text. (RL.7.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: Key – The seed becomes a watermelon that brings 
unexpected wealth into the brothers’ lives, changing their fortune. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the brothers eventually work 
together at the end, it is really Juancho’s caretaking skills that lead to the 
fruition of the watermelon. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the brothers did have to wait 
until the watermelon sprouted before they could harvest its rewards, the lesson 
of waiting is not a part of the theme in the story. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although Juancho does take the time 
to water the watermelon seed, the act of watering was not kindness, but 
diligence on the part of Juancho. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This detail supports the idea that every 
act of kindness makes a difference, but this does not develop the theme of 
the story.  
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This detail supports the idea of kindness 
making a difference, but this does not develop the theme of the passage.  
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This detail supports the idea that 
opportunities are given to those who wait, but this does not develop the 
theme of the story.  
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – This sentence shows that the once-tiny seed has 
bloomed into a giant watermelon, which unexpectedly earned them their 
fortune at the fair, supporting the idea that good fortune comes from 
unexpected places. 
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Grade 7 English Language Arts 

Spring 2019 Item Release 
 

Question 12 
 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct.  



44 (2019) 
  

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

   

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect.  
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Stimulus for Questions 13 – 20 
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Stimulus for Questions 13 – 20 
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1180 
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Question 13 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 13 

 
27232 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice 
on meaning and tone. (RI.7.4) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



52 (2019) 
  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – "Silt-like deposit" refers to dirt, sand, or small 
powder-like material that makes a layer over everything after being spread by 
wind. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the passage mentions the 
problems caused by the dust build up, the "silt-like deposits" are not composed 
of material as large as stones. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Students may associate "silt" with silk, 
which is soft, but the phrase refers to the sedimentary material that is spread 
by wind and although the passage mentions "clouds," this is not rain. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Though they do blow in from the 
outside, the "silt-like deposits" are not made up of big clumps of dirt, but rather 
material similar to the sediment found in rivers and streams. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 14 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 14 

 
26419 
 

 
 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Trace and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. (RI.7.8) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: Key – The bulk of paragraph 1 is a detailed 
description of how Caroline tries to take care of and survive her surroundings, 
which are constantly coated in dust, including cleaning and sweeping her 
house. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. While the author mentions the 
"very limited rains of May" in paragraph 2, she states that it gave "some slight 
ground for renewed hope," so this does not support the claim that keeping the 
dust out is "an almost hopeless task." 
 
Rationale for Third Option: Key – Caroline tries to rid her house of dust in many 
different ways, including the use of oil soaked rags and gummed paper. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. While Caroline reflects on life in 
Kansas in a letter to her friend, there is no indication that Caroline intends to 
give up and move. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. Although there is mention of the 
accumulation of dust at different depths, there are no details provided about 
how the author managed to measure the dust. 
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Spring 2019 Item Release 
 

Question 14 
 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 
correct choices are selected.  



58 (2019) 
  

Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 



60 (2019) 
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Spring 2019 Item Release 
 

Question 15 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 15 

 
27519 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. (RI.7.1) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 
Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because it assigns some kind of tangible value to the organ, but it does not 
explain why it was so important to the family or viewed as a prized possession. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because it assigns some kind of tangible value to the organ, but it does not 
explain why it was so important to the family or viewed as a prized possession. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: Key – This sentence shows that Bam White was 
emotionally attached to the organ and could not bring himself to sell it, which 
supports the idea that it is a prized possession. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: Key – This sentence indicates that the organ was 
meaningful to the family because of the memories they associated with it. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. This sentence shows the landscape 
the family experiences but does not relate to their feelings about the organ. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 
correct choices are selected.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 



67 (2019) 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Grade 7 English Language Arts 

Spring 2019 Item Release 
 

Question 16 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



68 (2019) 
  

Question 16 

 
26365 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze the interactions between individuals, 
events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or 
events, or how individuals influence ideas or events). (RI.7.3) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – This description of the air shows that Lizzy feels 
cold. The context supports this with the word "threadbare." 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the family seems a bit  
off-balance from the hardships of the journey, they seem more weary than 
about to lean. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although this line describes what the 
landscape looks like, it is not tied to how Lizzie's feels. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the family seems a bit 
crushed or “mashed” like the buffalo wallow, they have some spirit left 
because they could not bring themselves to give up the family organ. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 17 

 
27177 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze informational text development. a. 
Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text. b. Provide an objective 
summary of the text that includes the central ideas and their 
development. (RI.7.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because Bam White checks on the welfare of his horses and considers selling 
one of them, but the dire situation with the horses is a detail that speaks to 
how miserable the setting was. 
 
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because of the descriptions about traveling through No Man's Land, but in 
paragraph 6 the text describes how they were only halfway through their 
journey. Beyond this, the family is on the move, not settled anywhere. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: Key – Students should choose this option because 
the passage depicts the harsh landscape and how Lizzie White hates the 
experience. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: Key – The White family needs to get to Texas, but 
they are doing it at a slow pace, and they are being passed by "sputtering 
cars." Paragraph 8 indicates that they would like to buy another horse, but 
without it they will "mov[e] a lot slower....” 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 
because the family describes the organ as a prized family possession that they 
are unwilling to part with, but the organ is only mentioned as something of 
value that might be exchanged for a horse so they can make their miserable 
journey take less time. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 
correct choices are selected.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Question 18 

 
26577 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. (RI.7.1) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 
Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for First Option: Key – Both passages provide explicit references to 
the lack of grass: Passage 1, "no more grass or even weeds..."; Passage 2, 
"wasn't even grass for the horse team." 
 
Rationale for Second Option: Key – Both passages discuss the harshness of the 
weather in the Dust Bowl, particularly the wind. In Passage 1, the wind blows 
dust into people's faces and into their homes. In Passage 2, the author 
describes the unpleasant weather including a "chill, hurried along by the wind" 
that makes it difficult for the people to stay warm. 
 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. While the expense of feeding 
animals is mentioned in both passages, Passage 1 does not provide any 
references to the cost of buying or selling horses. It only discusses the costs 
associated with keeping cattle. 
 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. Although both passages mention 
dust, only Passage 1 provides details of the dust that penetrated people's 
homes. 
 
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. Although Passage 1 provides details 
about shipping cattle to another part of the state so that they could access 
grass, Passage 2 does not explicitly mention anything about feeding cattle. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 
correct choices are selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 
this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Question 19 

 
26394 
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Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how two or more authors writing about 
the same topic shape their presentations of key information by 
emphasizing different evidence or advancing different 
interpretations of facts. (RI.7.9) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Students should choose this option because tying  
a knot in the rope and hanging on refers to Caroline’s willingness to "hang on" 
through a difficult situation. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option because 
Caroline sends her horse off to a grassier area and mentions farmers as a “minority 
group,” but there is no evidence in the text to suggest that Caroline is actively 
learning more about farming. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option because 
the first paragraph starts with Caroline remembering specific details about 
farming and landscape back in Kansas; this memory comes after the quoted 
sentence and before her long description of her housework. There is no evidence 
to show that Caroline has to think of home in order to do housework specifically. 
Likely she thinks about Kansas in relation to her entire existence in Oklahoma. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option because 
they think that Caroline is venting to her friend and that this makes her feel better 
about being surrounded by dust. While Caroline definitely writes letters to her 
friend, there is nothing to suggest that writing letters makes her willing to endure 
more Oklahoma dust. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option because 
Caroline endures and Bam’s wife hates No Man’s Land, but just because Caroline 
endures does not mean that she likes her experience. She is also depressed and 
considers her situation hopeless, which is not necessarily contradictory. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option because 
Boise City indicates travel, but it is not clear where Boise City is geographically (it is 
in Oklahoma, not Idaho). 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – Students should choose this option because it refers 
to people leaving vs. Caroline, who sticks around in “No Man’s Land.” 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option because 
it describes turned fields, which may relate to farming, but it does not necessarily 
support the fact that they are leaving while Caroline stays. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect.  
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Question 20 

 
31975 
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Points Possible: 10 
 
Topic: Writing 
 
Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. (W.7.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 4 
Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to 
be synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may 
be used for the development of extended response items in ELA. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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Sample Response: 10 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full 
credit (4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the 
purpose, audience, and task with an effective organizational 
structure. The response presents a clear controlling idea and 
demonstrates a skillful use of transitions which contributes to 
the clear progression of ideas. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns full credit (4 
points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing thorough, 
convincing, and credible support while citing evidence for 
the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions –This response earns full credit (2 points) in 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 9 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full 
credit (4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the 
purpose, audience, and task with an effective organizational 
structure. The response presents a clear controlling idea and 
demonstrates a skillful use of transitions which contributes to 
the clear progression of ideas. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns full credit  
(4 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
thorough, convincing, and credible support while citing 
evidence for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) in 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience, and task. It has a clear 
controlling idea and an evident organizational structure with 
a sense of completeness. The response also uses a variety of 
transitional strategies to clarify the relationships between 
ideas. In addition, the response has an adequate and logical 
progression of ideas from beginning to end. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
adequate support when incorporating and citing evidence 
for the controlling idea. There is also an adequate expression 
of ideas with a mix of general and specific language. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 7 points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



109 (2019) 
  

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. It has a 
clear controlling idea with a formulaic organizational 
structure. It is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience, and task with an adequate 
progression of ideas. The response demonstrates an ability to 
use a variety of transitional strategies to clarify relationships 
between ideas. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. While the response 
does have multiple text-specific quotes and it demonstrates 
an adequate expression of ideas with a mix of general and 
specific language, it does not offer any direct citation from 
the sources. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 6 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. While 
this response has a focused, controlling idea, it is insufficiently 
sustained within the purpose, audience, and task. Likewise, its 
organization is inconsistent, as there is an uneven progression 
of ideas with an inadequate introduction and conclusion. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as the response 
provides weakly integrated evidence from sources with an 
ineffective use of elaborative techniques. The expression of 
ideas is simplistic with little variety in sentence structure. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 5 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, 
audience, and task, yet it presents an uneven progression of 
ideas, summarizing rather than elaborating on the controlling 
idea. Likewise, the organization is inconsistent and displays 
weak transitional strategies between paragraphs. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as the response 
provides weakly integrated evidence and uneven support for 
the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns one credit (1 point) in 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 4 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. While 
the response has a controlling idea, it is insufficiently sustained 
within the purpose, audience, and task. In addition, its 
organization is inconsistent, as there is an uneven progression 
of ideas with an inadequate introduction and conclusion. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides cursory 
support for the controlling idea. The response reads like a 
source summary with little integration from the text material. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 



116 (2019) 
  

Sample Response: 3 points 

 
 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is related to the topic but demonstrates little 
awareness of the purpose, audience, and task, and it has no 
discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides cursory 
support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
demonstrating a partial command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is related to the topic but demonstrates little 
awareness of the purpose, audience, and task and it has no 
discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides cursory 
support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) for 
Conventions because the response demonstrates a lack of 
command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns no 
credit (0 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is minimally related to the topic and demonstrates 
no awareness of the purpose, audience, and task and it has 
no discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit  
(0 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides no 
support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) in 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns no 
credit (0 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is minimally related to the topic and demonstrates 
no awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. Likewise, it 
has no discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit  
(0 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides no 
support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) for 
Conventions because the response demonstrates a lack of 
command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was 
not enough original student work in comparison to text 
directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was 
not enough original student work in comparison to text 
directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was 
not enough original student work in comparison to text 
directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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