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English Language Arts I 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

6 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.  
(RI.9-10.1) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

7 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades  
9–10 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies. (L.9-10.4) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

8 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.  
(RI.9-10.1) 

Level 1 B 1 point 

9 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze how the author 
unfolds an analysis or series of 
ideas or events, including the 
order in which the points are 
made, how they are 
introduced and developed, 
and the connections that are 
drawn between them.  
(RI.9-10.3) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

10 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze how the author 
unfolds an analysis or series of 
ideas or events, including the 
order in which the points are 
made, how they are 
introduced and developed, 
and the connections that are 
drawn between them.  
(RI.9-10.3) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

11 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Determine an author’s 
perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to 
advance that point of view or 
purpose. (RI.9-10.6) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 



iv (2019) 
  

English Language Arts I 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

12 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze informational text 
development.  
a. Determine a central idea 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the course 
of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details.  
b. Provide an objective 
summary of the text that 
includes the development of 
the central idea and how 
details impact this idea.  
(RI.9-10.2) 

Level 2 D 1 point 

30 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Determine an author’s 
perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to 
advance that point of view or 
purpose. (RI.9-10.6) 

Level 3 B 1 point 

31 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze in detail how an 
author’s ideas or claims are 
developed and refined by 
particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger portions 
of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 

Level 2 A 1 point 

32 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 
(RI.9-10.1) 

Level 1 C 1 point 

33 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Analyze how the author 
unfolds an analysis or series of 
ideas or events, including the 
order in which the points are 
made, how they are 
introduced and developed, 
and the connections that are 
drawn between them. 
(RI.9-10.3) 

Level 3 B; C 2 points 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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English Language Arts I 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

34 

Evidence-
Based 
Selected 
Response 

Informational 

Analyze in detail how an 
author’s ideas or claims are 
developed and refined by 
particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger portions 
of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 

Level 3 D; B 2 points 

35 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze 
the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on 
meaning and tone (e.g., how 
the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a 
newspaper). (RI.9-10.4) 

Level 2 B 1 point 

36 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze seminal U.S. 
documents of historical and 
literary significance (e.g., 
Washington’s Farewell 
Address, the Gettysburg 
Address, Roosevelt’s Four 
Freedoms speech, King’s 
"Letter From Birmingham Jail"), 
including how they address 
related themes and 
concepts. (RI.9-10.9) 

Level 2 C 1 point 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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English Language Arts I 
Spring 2019 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 
Question 

No.* 
Item 
Type Topic Content 

Standard 
Depth of 

Knowledge 
Answer 

Key Points 

37 
Multiple 
Choice 
Item 

Informational 

Analyze informational text 
development.  
a. Determine a central idea 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the course 
of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and 
refined by specific details.  
b. Provide an objective 
summary of the text that 
includes the development of 
the central idea and how 
details impact this idea.  
(RI.9-10.2) 

Level 3 A 1 point 

38 Extended 
Response Writing 

Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas, concepts, 
and information clearly and 
accurately through the 
effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of 
content. (W.9-10.2) 

Level 4 --- 10 points 

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the  
  Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site. 
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Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) refers to the complexity of thinking required to complete  
a task in a given item. Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. Items with a DOK 2 designation 
require students to make decisions, solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or 
locate supportive details. Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive 
tasks such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, justifying, or 
proving a statement, or approaching abstract and complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 
items will be developed at the DOK 3 level for each set of items written to a passage  
or passage set. Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to be 
synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may be used for the 
development of extended response items in ELA. 
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Stimulus for Questions 6 – 12 
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Stimulus for Questions 6 – 12 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 6 

 
24169 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. (RI.9-10.1) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Readers can infer that citizens enjoyed 
the chance to email the trees, but it had nothing to do with reporting 
problems to the city. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The original purpose was to help with city 
maintenance, but officials were surprised at the public's response to the trees. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The government only really learned 
that people wanted to email trees. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the original goal was to help city 
maintenance, the inference from this paragraph is that officials were surprised 
at the results of the project. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 7 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 7 

 
25694 
 

 
 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. (L.9-10.4) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although this definition makes sense in 
the context of the sentence, the city officials did not change the names of the 
senders to protect their privacy, they removed the names of the senders to 
protect the senders’ privacy. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although this definition makes sense in 
the context of this sentence, the city officials did not compose a list of the 
names of the senders, they removed the names of the senders to protect their 
privacy. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – The city officials removed the names of the 
senders so they would remain private. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although this definition makes sense in 
the context of this sentence, the city officials did not reorganize the names of 
the senders, they removed the names of the senders to protect their privacy. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 8 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
  



13 (2019) 
  

Question 8 

 
24172 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the initiatives enable a 
relationship to develop, they do not set forth any rules or define that 
relationship – the individuals themselves do. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The sentence is followed by a rhetorical question 
that presents an example of a personal interest – identifying an object as 
yours, which leads to heightened interaction and civic pride. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the initiatives are a creative way 
to engage with the community, this is not the meaning of the sentence. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the targeted civic objects 
mentioned may be things that are not commonly given attention, this is not 
the meaning or intent of the sentence. 
 

  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. (RI.9-10.1) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 
Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 9 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 9 

 
26603 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 
series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are 
made, how they are introduced and developed, and the 
connections that are drawn between them. (RI.9-10.3) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – The author uses the messages that are relevant 
to her explanations of the situation and analysis of what they say about the 
human condition and uses this as a common thread throughout the passage. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While the author does mention the 
effect of the campaign itself on the people of Melbourne, she doesn't use the 
effect of the messages themselves to link ideas. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the author does situate the 
events in time, she doesn't use the messages in a chronological order. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The author does mention that similar 
involvement with technology and city works have taken place in other cities, 
but this is not a major structural technique. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 10 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 10 

 
26693 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 
series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are 
made, how they are introduced and developed, and the 
connections that are drawn between them. (RI.9-10.3) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The letter in paragraph 20 supports the 
comment made in paragraph 5 that Melburnians love their trees. In this 
quotation the writer expresses admiration for the tree, but not love. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The letter in paragraph 20 supports the comment 
made in paragraph 5 that Melburnians love their trees. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The letter in paragraph 20 supports the 
comment made in paragraph 5 that Melburnians love their trees. This 
quotation is “written” by a tree; it does not express love for trees. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The letter in paragraph 20 supports the 
comment made in paragraph 5 that Melburnians love their trees. This 
quotation is “written” by a tree; it does not express love for trees. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 11 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 11 

 
24175 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point 
of view or purpose. (RI.9-10.6) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the passage does show a strong 
connection between trees and people, the author is not actually trying to 
show that trees and people have common needs. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – The examples of emails given show that many 
people are participating in the program. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While paragraphs 14 through 20 do 
feature emails from the program, the author does not suggest that the 
program needs to be expanded. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While other civic programs are 
mentioned, the author is not promoting the spread of them across the world. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 12 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 12 

 
24181 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze informational text development.  
a. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
and refined by specific details. 
b. Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the 
development of the central idea and how details impact this idea. 
(RI.9-10.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 



27 (2019) 
  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This is a minor detail in the larger 
explanation of how the email program works. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This is a minor detail about the kinds of 
responses the email program has gotten. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This is a minor detail that points out a 
similar program to the email program. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – This is a key supporting detail to the central idea 
that the email program had a surprising effect on citizens. It should be 
included in a summary of the passage. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Stimulus for Questions 30 – 38 
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Stimulus for Questions 30 – 38 
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Question 30 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 30 

 
25176 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point 
of view or purpose. (RI.9-10.6) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 



36 (2019) 
  

Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The student who selects this option 
may have inferred too much from the restatements. Roosevelt might have 
some concerns about national security, but he avoids emphasizing those. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – Roosevelt repeats this phrase each time he 
makes a statement regarding American foreign policy in order to emphasize 
that support for the foreign policy of providing aid is universally expressed by 
the public. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While this might make sense logically if 
not considering the larger context of the paragraphs, the repetition is a 
rhetorical device used to reinforce a claim and not a flaw. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Students might overemphasize 
“impressive” in the quotation, but this statement is much too extreme for the 
context. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 31 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 31 

 
25180 
 

 
 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Johnson states the ideal that Americans hold, 
and then presents the evidence that proves the ideal is not reality. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While Johnson notes that there is a 
problem, he isn't directly proposing a solution in these paragraphs. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While Johnson describes situations in 
America, they are not hypothetical, they are actual. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While his presentation is parallel, they 
are not contrasting models of history. The beginning of the paragraph presents 
the ideal, while the end presents the reality, not an alternative model for the 
ideal. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 32 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 32 

 
26837 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. If students select this option they may 
have mistaken a general statement for a specific one. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. If students select this option, they may 
have confused a description of the effect of the remedy for a delineation of 
the problem. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – This is the only sentence that explicitly outlines 
the problem the bill was meant to address. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The student who chooses this option 
may have confused a critical issue in federal legislation with a specific 
discussion of the problem. 

  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. (RI.9-10.1) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 
Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information, 
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 33 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 33 

 
26792 
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Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or 
series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are 
made, how they are introduced and developed, and the 
connections that are drawn between them. (RI.9-10.3) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. If a student chooses A, he or she may 
have mistaken the literal opening of the declaration with the introduction of a 
recurrent theme. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – Johnson deliberately echoes Lincoln's prose to 
associate Johnson's purpose with Lincoln's. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. If a student chooses C, he or she may 
have mistaken the extension of the theme to foreign contexts with its 
introduction. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. If a student chooses D, he or she may 
have mistaken a refocusing of the theme to a specific context. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. If a student chooses A, she or he may 
have mistakenly identified the immediate theme with Johnson's larger goal in 
gathering popular support for the bill. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. If a student chooses B, she or he may 
have mistakenly identified Johnson's identification of the Revolution with the 
current effort. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – In paragraphs 11 – 14, Johnson carefully builds 
the case that the present generation's duty to struggle for equality is 
thoroughly grounded in American history, extending back to its founding. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. If a student chooses D, he or she may 
have mistakenly identified the way Johnson closes the theme with the larger 
implication. 
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Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 



52 (2019) 
  

Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question 34 
 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 34 

 
26791 
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Points Possible: 2 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). (RI.9-10.5) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Part A 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Respecting the law is not quite the 
same as respecting the rights and dignity of all citizens. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This is a truism that Johnson applies to 
historical struggles; it may motivate his audience, but it does not directly 
address the issue of internal civil rights. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This is Roosevelt's stance against the 
fascist ideologies; Johnson does not address it. 
 
Rationale for Option D: Key – Johnson contradicts Roosevelt and declares that 
many citizens (in his and Roosevelt's time) were routinely denied full rights and 
dignity as citizens. 

 
Part B 
 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. A student who chooses this option may 
mistake it for general support for Roosevelt's claim. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – This is one way Johnson contradicts Roosevelt 
with the reality of America in 1964. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. A student who chooses this option may 
mistake this for support of Roosevelt and a statement of American good will. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. A student who chooses this response 
may have mistaken the intention of the 1964 legislation for agreement with 
Roosevelt's description of 1941 America. 
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Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly 
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 
this item, Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect. 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 35 

 
26596 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper). (RI.9-10.4) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Only Johnson mentions the House and 
Senate specifically, and in this sentence he states that they are in agreement, 
not in opposition. 
 
Rationale for Option B: Key – "Without regard for partisanship" and "bipartisan" 
both mean that the causes that Roosevelt and Johnson are speaking for are 
so important that everyone regardless of political party agrees on them. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While students may think that political 
party had an influence on how people perceived the situation, both speakers 
are stating the opposite. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While students may think that the first 
quotation supports parties not taking sides, both speakers are stating the 
opposite. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 36 

 
25168 
 

 
  

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and 
literary significance (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, the 
Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s 
"Letter From Birmingham Jail"), including how they address related 
themes and concepts. (RI.9-10.9) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions, 
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive 
details. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While both speakers refer to America's 
interactions with other countries, the speeches are addressed to Americans. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While both speakers mention the voters 
and the electorate, the ultimate goal of the speeches is not to get the voters 
to vote on anything (indeed, the implication is that they already have), but to 
gain their support for steps the government is taking. 
 
Rationale for Option C: Key – Both speakers are searching for the support of 
the American people for their actions (either those taken or about to be 
taken) regarding national policy. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While both speakers mention America's 
history, the ultimate goal of the speeches is not to analyze how Americans are 
affected by that history, but to enlist their support for steps the government is 
taking. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 37 

 
25181 
 

 

Points Possible: 1 
 
Topic: Informational 
 
Content Standard: Analyze informational text development.  
a. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
and refined by specific details.  
b. Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the 
development of the central idea and how details impact this idea. 
(RI.9-10.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks 
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, 
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and 
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK 3 
level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: Key – Both speeches support this idea, with Passage 1 
advocating for combating against foreign dictatorships in order to preserve 
freedom, while Passage 2 advocates for implementing the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 in order to combat the restrictions that are placed on the freedoms of 
many citizens. In both cases, the problems are too great to be solved by 
individuals, and government intervention is needed. 
 
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Both speeches address promoting 
freedom by authors who are within government; however, both speeches also 
advocate that ordinary people must take up the struggle, suggesting that it is 
not only governments that can maintain freedom or correct injustices in 
society. 
 
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Though both men use the idea of 
“morality” to support their policies, neither says it is the role of government to 
mandate laws about morality in general, nor to enforce those laws. 
 
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While Roosevelt directly addresses this, 
Johnson does not. 

 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 38 

 
31472 
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Points Possible: 10 
 
Topic: Writing 
 
Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine 
and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. (W.9-10.2) 
 
Depth of Knowledge: Level 4 
Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to 
be synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may 
be used for the development of extended response items in ELA. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 10 points 

 
 



82 (2019) 
  

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full 
credit (4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the 
purpose, audience, and task with an effective organizational 
structure. The response presents a clear controlling idea that 
is strongly maintained throughout the response and 
demonstrates a skillful use of transitions which contributes to 
the clear progression of the central idea. In addition, an 
appropriate style and tone are established and maintained, 
and a sense of coherence and completeness is achieved. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns full credit  
(4 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
thorough, convincing, and credible information while 
smoothly integrating and citing evidence to support the 
controlling idea. The information derived from the sources is 
synthesized to support the writer’s points, and it effectively 
elaborates on the main points to demonstrate an 
understanding of the topic and the text. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 9 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience, and task with evident 
organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns full credit  
(4 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
thorough, convincing, and credible support while citing 
evidence for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience, and task with an evident 
organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
adequate support when incorporating and citing evidence 
for the controlling idea. There is also an adequate expression 
of ideas throughout the response, using appropriate 
vocabulary and some variation in sentence structures. 
 
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for 
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of 
basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 7 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience, and task with an evident 
organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing 
adequate support when incorporating and citing evidence 
for the controlling idea. There is also an adequate expression 
of ideas throughout the response, using appropriate 
vocabulary and some variation in sentence structures. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 6 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is adequately sustained and generally focused 
within the purpose, audience, and task with an evident 
organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response 
provides evidence from the sources with citations; however, 
the elaboration is simplistic and repetitive, creating an 
ineffective expression of ideas. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 5 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, 
audience, and task. The controlling idea is unclear, yet the 
response does attempt to address the task. Its organizational 
structure presents an inconsistent progression of ideas and an 
inadequate introduction and conclusion. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as the response 
provides cursory support that includes a partial use of sources 
and limited elaboration. In addition, the expression of ideas is 
imprecise. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 4 points 
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Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, 
audience, and task, as it does not fully address the prompt 
directive. The response has a focused controlling idea that is 
maintained throughout, and demonstrates a simplistic 
organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it offers minimal 
support for the controlling idea. Information from the sources 
is provided, but the expression of ideas is vague and unclear. 
The vocabulary is limited, and there is little variation in 
sentence structure. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 3 points 

 
 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is related to the topic but demonstrates little 
awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. In addition, it 
has no discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides cursory 
support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) for 
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic 
conventions. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is related to the topic but demonstrates little 
awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. The limited 
response fails to demonstrate knowledge of focus or 
organization. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit 
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides cursory 
support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) for 
Conventions because the response demonstrates a lack of 
command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial 
credit (1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The 
response is related to the topic but demonstrates little 
awareness of the purpose, audience, and task and has no 
discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit  
(0 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides no 
support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) for 
Conventions because the response demonstrates a lack of 
command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns no 
credit (0 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This 
response is minimally related to the topic and demonstrates 
no awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. In 
addition, it has no discernible organizational structure. 
 
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit  
(0 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides no 
support for the controlling idea. 
 
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) for 
Conventions because the response demonstrates a lack of 
command of basic conventions. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was 
not enough original student work in comparison to text 
directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 

 
  

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was 
not enough original student work in comparison to text 
directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 
 
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was 
not enough original student work in comparison to text 
directly copied from the prompt/passages. 
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