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ii (2018)

Grade 8 ELA
Spring 2018 Item Release
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.*

7

8

Item
Type

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

9

Multiple
Choice

10

EvidenceBased
Selected
Response

11

Multiple
Choice

Topic

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Informational

Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in a
text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze the impact of
specific word choices on meaning
and tone, including analogies or
allusions to other texts.

C

1 point

Informational

Analyze in detail the structure of a
specific paragraph in a text,
including the role of particular
sentences in developing and
refining a key concept.

A

1 point

Informational

Analyze in detail the structure of a
specific paragraph in a text,
including the role of particular
sentences in developing and
refining a key concept.

B

1 point

Informational

Determine a central idea of a text
and analyze its development over
the course of the text, including its
relationship to supporting ideas;
provide an objective summary of
the text.

D; C, E

2 points

Informational

Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in a
text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze the impact of
specific word choices on meaning
and tone, including analogies or
allusions to other texts.

B

1 point

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the
Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site.

iii (2018)

Grade 8 ELA
Spring 2018 Item Release
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.*

12

13

14

15

16

17

Item
Type
EvidenceBased
Selected
Response

MultiSelect

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Informational

Cite the textual evidence that
most strongly supports an analysis
of what the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn from
the text.

---

2 points

Informational

Determine a central idea of a
text and analyze its
development over the course of
the text, including its relationship
to supporting ideas; provide an
objective summary of the text.

B, C, F

1 point

Literary

Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze
the impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to
other texts.

B

1 point

Literary

Analyze how particular lines of
dialogue or incidents in a story or
drama propel the action, reveal
aspects of a character, or
provoke a decision.

C

1 point

Literary

Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze
the impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to
other texts.

B

1 point

Literary

Cite the textual evidence that
most strongly supports an analysis
of what the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn from
the text.

D

1 point

Topic

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the
Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site.

iv (2018)

Grade 8 ELA
Spring 2018 Item Release
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.*

18

19

20

21

22

Item
Type
EvidenceBased
Selected
Response

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

EvidenceBased
Selected
Response

Extended
Response

Content
Standard
Determine a theme or central
idea of a text and analyze its
development over the course of
the text, including its relationship
to the characters, setting, and
plot; provide an objective
summary of the text.

Answer
Key

Points

B; C

2 points

Literary

Analyze how particular lines of
dialogue or incidents in a story or
drama propel the action, reveal
aspects of a character, or
provoke a decision.

B

1 point

Literary

Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze
the impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to
other texts.

C

1 point

Literary

Analyze how a modern work of
fiction draws on themes, patterns
of events, or character types
from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible,
including describing how the
material is rendered new.

B; D

2 points

Writing

Write informative/explanatory
texts to examine a topic and
convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the
selection, organization, and
analysis of relevant content.

---

10 points

Topic

Literary

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the
Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site.

v (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Stimulus for Questions 7 – 13

1 (2018)

Stimulus for Questions 7 – 13

2 (2018)

1163

3 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 7
Question and Scoring Guidelines

5 (2018)

Question 7

26682

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

6 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The text is written in a way that is
exciting and dramatic, but the word choice conveys drama, not celebration.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Paragraph 1 includes details about a
real place, and implies no cynicism toward the subject.
Rationale for Option C: Key – Words like "majestic medieval temple," "tucked in
the forest," and "hidden city" are used to evoke drama about a place that
was—until recently—undiscovered.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The passage describes a temple, a
place that tends to be formal and dignified, but the focus of this paragraph is
not on the use of the temple; rather, it focuses on the setting of the temple
and its surroundings.

Sample Response: 1 point

7 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 8
Question and Scoring Guidelines

9 (2018)

Question 8

26689

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Analyze in detail the structure of a specific
paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in
developing and refining a key concept.

10 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: Key – Paragraph 4 describes people who discovered
temple ruins but not the city itself and paragraph 5 suggests that looking for
the city on foot would be nearly impossible so the team adapted.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option
because some historical details about Mahendrapravata are presented, but
paragraph 5 does not continue to talk about the history. Rather, it focuses on
a new approach.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option
because the city is difficult to find, but paragraph 5 does not depict the
finding of the city as impossible.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option
because we know that Mahendraparvata is important to the scientists, and
paragraphs 1 – 4 build on this idea, but paragraph 5 focuses on how the
scientists are going to find it.

Sample Response: 1 point

11 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 9
Question and Scoring Guidelines

13 (2018)

Question 9

27629

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Analyze in detail the structure of a specific
paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in
developing and refining a key concept.

14 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While this sentence does confirm the
scientists' map was accurate, it does not suggest that it was formed after
Angkor instead of before it, as suggested by the writings mentioned in
paragraph 4.
Rationale for Option B: Key – In paragraph 7, the scientists describe the aerial
map looking as they had hoped based on old texts. Actually seeing the
canals and roads confirms the map, which confirms the old text.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option
because there is mention of temple ruins in paragraph 4, but there is no
evidence that the reference in paragraph 4 is the same temple in
paragraph 9.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option
because the text mentions the likelihood of new discoveries, but the scientists
indicate that they are thinking along the lines of artifacts, not necessarily
another entire city.

Sample Response: 1 point

15 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 10
Question and Scoring Guidelines

17 (2018)

Question 10

26681

Points Possible: 2
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its
development over the course of the text, including its relationship to
supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

18 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Part A
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option
because it mentions an abandoned temple, Angkor Wat, but the bulk of the
passage is about locating a hidden city near Angkor Wat.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option
because it describes how the scientists were ultimately able to map out where
the hidden city was, but it does not convey how difficult it was to locate the
city.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option
because it describes the second leg of the scientists' journey and identifies a
difficulty when trying to find the hidden city, but Mahendraparvata was
difficult to find for much more than just the heat.
Rationale for Option D: Key – Students should choose this option because it
identifies the jungle as able to hide Mahendraparvata, and it wasn't until
scientists enlisted technology that they were able to locate the hidden city.
Part B
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. Natural disasters are mentioned in
the text, but they are mentioned as a detail, not as a contribution to the
development of the central idea.
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. The passage mentions a French
explorer who came across Angkor Wat in the 1800s. While some exploration of
the area set out to discover the jungle's secrets, this explorer only explored the
temple.
Rationale for Third Option: Key – The scientists used the incredibly advanced
technology to locate the hidden city, and they had to do it from above. The
scientists had to think of a way to find out the jungle's secrets by coming up
with an innovative way to explore the land.
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. The landscape is important to
finding the hidden metropolis, but this option does not contribute to the
development of the central idea.
Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – The terrain is suggested as one likely reason
the city is hidden.

19 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 10
Sample Responses

21 (2018)

Sample Response: 2 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B.

22 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be
correct in their entirety.

23 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be
correct in their entirety.

24 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B
are incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to earn full
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct in
their entirety.

25 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect.

26 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the
correct answers; however, the answer selected in Part A is
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for
this item, Part A must be correct.

27 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 11
Question and Scoring Guidelines

29 (2018)

Question 11

26685

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

30 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the phrase "stumbled upon"
could be used to indicate unpreparedness, the context in the passage shows
that the scientists were very prepared for their search.
Rationale for Option B: Key – The phrase "stumbled upon" is meant to
emphasize how hidden the ruins of the city were from view and how difficult
they were to find in the jungle.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the sentence in which "stumbled
upon" is used does discuss the crumbling conditions of the ruins, the phrase is
meant to emphasize how hidden the ruins were, not how poorly they had
been maintained.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While "stumbled upon" could imply that
something was unexpected, the context of the passage shows how carefully
the scientists researched and plotted out the location of the city and found it
where they expected to.

Sample Response: 1 point

31 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 12
Question and Scoring Guidelines

33 (2018)

Question 12

26683

Points Possible: 2
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

34 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Part A
Rationale for Option A: Key – The passage provides enough information to
imply both that there may be more hidden artifacts in the jungle and that the
scientists possess an effective tool for locating those artifacts.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The passage demonstrates the
effectiveness of the mapping technology and relates it to the ability to find
hidden structures; however, the passage does not provide support that the
scientists intend to share the technology with other researchers.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The end of the passage suggests
scientists will be doing more research in order to discover more about the
hidden city; however, it is not at Angkor Wat where this research is being
done.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The passage implies that more hidden
cities could be in the jungle; however, the passage does not provide support
that the scientists would look in a different country.
Part B
• “And there’s more to find—many of the city’s artifacts are buried
underground.” selected;
AND
•

“In the coming years, Evans and his team will continue to investigate the
area, and it's likely that more discoveries will be made around Angkor
Wat.” selected.

35 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 12
Sample Responses

37 (2018)

Sample Response: 2 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B.

38 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the response for Part B is incorrect
and does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this
item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.

39 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be
correct in their entirety.

40 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be
correct in their entirety.

41 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A
and Part B must be correct. In order to receive partial credit
for this item, Part A must be correct.

42 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect.

43 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 13
Question and Scoring Guidelines

45 (2018)

Question 13

26688

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its
development over the course of the text, including its relationship to
supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

46 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. The Khmer Empire had its heyday
between the 800s and 1400s CE, but this detail is not important for a summary
of the passage.
Rationale for Second Option: Key – This statement is very straightforward and
introduces the fact that a city may exist in the unexplored jungle area near
Angkor Wat.
Rationale for Third Option: Key – This detail is very important because it
explains how the scientists knew where to look for structures that would
indicate the existence of a city.
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. This detail provides information
about the difficulty of reaching the actual location; however, the passage's
main idea relates more to discovering the hidden city than to how difficult
searching the area is.
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. This is a statistical fact about Angkor
Wat; however, the passage's main idea relates more to the hidden city than it
does to Angkor Wat.
Rationale for Sixth Option: Key – This informs the reader that Angkor Wat
eluded explorers and scientists for a long time and was only discovered after
sustained and organized effort.

47 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 13
Sample Responses

49 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the three
correct choices are selected.

50 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the
selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for
this item, all selections must be correct.

51 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because two of the
selected choices are incorrect. In order to receive full credit
for this item, all selections must be correct.

52 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Stimulus for Questions 14 – 22

53 (2018)

Stimulus for Questions 14 – 22

54 (2018)

55 (2018)

471

56 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 14
Question and Scoring Guidelines

57 (2018)

Question 14

30901

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning
and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

58 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Atlas is not unable to shoulder the
burden; rather, he is unwilling.
Rationale for Option B: Key – To have a fancy for something is to desire to do
it.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Atlas is indeed experienced with this
burden, but that is not what he is referring to here.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Atlas is not saying that he is unafraid.

Sample Response: 1 point

59 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 15
Question and Scoring Guidelines

61 (2018)

Question 15

30897

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or
incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a
character, or provoke a decision.

62 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Atlas sympathizes with Hercules's
struggle; he does not find encouragement in his struggle.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Atlas possibly dismisses Hercules’s
attempts at trickery because he believes he has won in the end; however, the
dialogue suggests that Atlas resents the burden he has had to carry.
Rationale for Option C: Key – This excerpt reveals that Atlas resents the burden
that has been assigned to him and that he has had to endure for so long.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although Atlas wishes to have Hercules
carry the weight of the universe, he does not believe Hercules is deserving of
the punishment.

Sample Response: 1 point

63 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 16
Question and Scoring Guidelines

65 (2018)

Question 16

30900

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning
and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

66 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While this phrase makes sense within
the sentence structure, the context of the phrase suggests that it was easy for
Hercules to deceive Atlas.
Rationale for Option B: Key – "Thick-witted" refers to the fact that Atlas is slow
to understand the fact that Hercules is tricking him into holding the sky again.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While Atlas does a kind and admirable
thing by helping Hercules so that he can get comfortable, the context of this
sentence indicates that he is slow to understand what is happening, not that
he is kind.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While a young and inexperienced
person may be easily tricked, there is nothing in the context of the passage to
indicate that Atlas is young and inexperienced. In fact, Atlas has been holding
the world for so long that he is likely very, very old.

Sample Response: 1 point

67 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 17
Question and Scoring Guidelines

69 (2018)

Question 17

30895

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

70 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although this statement makes it seem
as if the things Atlas offers are to help Hercules, he only offers to take the
apples to the king because he does not want to hold up the sky any longer.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While Atlas comments that he believes
this is a good opportunity for Hercules to prove his strength, Atlas later reveals
he has no desire to continue holding up the sky.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This statement shows that Atlas agrees
to take the weight of the universe upon his shoulders for five minutes; it does
not reveal why he offers to take the apples to the king.
Rationale for Option D: Key – Atlas’s statement that he has no intention of
spending another thousand years holding up the sky reveals that he offers to
take the apples to the king to avoid switching places with Hercules.

Sample Response: 1 point

71 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 18
Question and Scoring Guidelines

73 (2018)

Question 18

30896

Points Possible: 2
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
analyze its development over the course of the text, including its
relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective
summary of the text.

74 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Part A
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While he avoids the challenge of
getting the apples, Hercules does not indicate regret at not having seen the
garden of the Hesperides.
Rationale for Option B: Key – By serving his own interests, Atlas burdens
Hercules with carrying the sky on his shoulders.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Atlas and Hercules each prefer the
other to suffer the consequences individually. They do not work together to
overcome difficulties.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While Atlas does something helpful for
Hercules by taking the sky to allow him to make a cushion, it is in fact a trick
and is not a reward for Atlas, as he is stuck bearing the burden of the sky on his
shoulders again.
Part B
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This sentence could support the theme
that opportunities can be missed if one avoids a challenge, but it does not
support the correct theme.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This sentence could support the theme
that being helpful to others is its own reward, but it does not support the
correct theme.
Rationale for Option C: Key – This sentence demonstrates the burden that has
been placed on Hercules: the proposal to carry the sky for a thousand years. It
also reveals Atlas's selfishness, as he recognizes and is dismissive of the burden
he has placed on Hercules ("if I happen to be in the mood, we may possibly
shift about again.")
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This sentence could support the theme
that teamwork makes it easier to overcome difficulties, but it does not support
the correct theme.

75 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 18
Sample Responses

77 (2018)

Sample Response: 2 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B.

78 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.

79 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.

80 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.

81 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for
this item, Part A must be correct.

82 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for
this item, Part A must be correct.

83 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 19
Question and Scoring Guidelines

85 (2018)

Question 19

30898

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or
incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a
character, or provoke a decision.

86 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While Atlas may regret tricking
Heracles when he sees him suffering, Atlas does not agree to take the weight
back permanently.
Rationale for Option B: Key – When Heracles requests a pad for comfort, Atlas
relates to Heracles’s hardship and wants to help relieve his suffering.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Atlas does take the weight from
Heracles, but Atlas does not do this because he sees that Heracles is willing to
hold up the sky.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although Atlas does understand that
he is responsible for Heracles’s suffering, Atlas does not want his punishment to
be returned to him.

Sample Response: 1 point

87 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 20
Question and Scoring Guidelines

89 (2018)

Question 20

30902

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning
and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

90 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Atlas is seeking a way to
escape his punishment, he is not shown to be defiant.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The phrase is not chosen in order to
exaggerate any timidity on Atlas's part.
Rationale for Option C: Key – Atlas takes great care not to endanger the
universe through hasty or careless actions.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While Atlas does misunderstand
Heracles's intentions at one point in the story, he is fully aware that he is taking
his responsibility back at this point.

Sample Response: 1 point

91 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 21
Question and Scoring Guidelines

93 (2018)

Question 21

31406

Points Possible: 2
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on
themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths,
traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including
describing how the material is rendered new.

94 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Part A
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. It is not suggested in either passage
that Atlas respects Heracles/Hercules at the outset of the tale.
Rationale for Option B: Key – Paragraph 30 demonstrates Atlas's sense of duty
and responsibility to the world by showing that he does not dash it to pieces to
relieve himself of the burden, but gently takes the burden of carrying the world
back on his shoulders.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. It is not indicated in either tale that
either of the characters lacks the requisite strength to hold up the world.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. No transformation is described here;
Passage 2 does not indicate that Atlas's background has been modified or
that he has been supporting the universe for longer in Passage 2 than in
Passage 1.
Part B
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Atlas has a great deal of experience
upholding the world, but this does not support the correct answer in Part A.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This sentence indicates that Heracles is
worried about Atlas leaving him there, but not that he respects him.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This sentence has to do with Atlas's
strength, but it does not support the correct answer in Part A.
Rationale for Option D: Key – These sentences indicate that Atlas has greater
forbearance than Heracles and a sense of responsibility and duty to protect
the world.

95 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 21
Sample Responses

97 (2018)

Sample Response: 2 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly
identifies the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B.

98 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.

99 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.

100 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.

101 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for
this item, Part A must be correct.

102 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the
correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is
incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A
and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for
this item, Part A must be correct.

103 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 22
Question and Scoring Guidelines

105 (2018)

Question 22

32037

Points Possible: 10
Topic: Writing
Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

106 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines

107 (2018)

108 (2018)

Grade 8
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 22
Sample Responses

109 (2018)

Sample Response: 10 points

110 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response is fully
sustained and consistently focused within the purpose,
audience, and task with effective organizational structure,
earning the maximum four points in the assigned category.
The response presents two clear controlling ideas. There is also
a skillful use of transitions which contributes to the clear
progression of ideas.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns the
maximum four points for providing thorough, convincing, and
credible support while citing evidence for the controlling
idea.
Conventions – This response earns the maximum two points for
demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions.

111 (2018)

Sample Response: 8 points

112 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response is
adequately sustained and generally focused within the
purpose, audience, and task with evident organizational
structure, earning three out of four points in the assigned
category.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns three out
of four possible points in the category of evidence and
elaboration for providing adequate support when
incorporating and citing evidence for the controlling idea.
Conventions – This response earns the two maximum points
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic
conventions.

113 (2018)

Sample Response: 7 points

114 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Formatting, and Organization – This response is
adequately sustained and generally focused within the
purpose, audience, and task with evident organizational
structure, an adequate use of transitional strategies and
progression of ideas, earning three out of four points in the
assigned category.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns two out
of four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the
response provides weak, cursory support for the controlling
idea.
Conventions – This response earns the maximum two points
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic
conventions.

115 (2018)

Sample Response: 7 points

116 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Formatting, and Organization – This response is
somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task,
but includes some extraneous material. Likewise, its
organization presents an inconsistent progression of ideas
and an inadequate introduction and conclusion, earning two
out of the four possible points for this category.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns three out of
four possible points in the category of evidence and
elaboration for providing adequate support when citing
evidence for the controlling idea and showcasing some
variety in the sentence structure.
Conventions – This response earns the maximum two points
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic
conventions.

117 (2018)

Sample Response: 6 points

118 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Elaboration – This response is somewhat
sustained within the purpose, audience, and task, yet it
presents an uneven progression of ideas and an inadequate
introduction and conclusion. Likewise, its organization is
inconsistent and confusing by using the plot, characters, and
the setting within the response, thus, earning two out of the
four possible points for this category.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns two out
of four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the
response provides erroneous evidence and uneven support
for the controlling idea.
Conventions – This response earns the maximum two points
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic
conventions.

119 (2018)

Sample Response: 6 points

120 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Elaboration – While this response has a
focused controlling idea, it is insufficiently sustained within the
purpose, audience, and task. Likewise, its organization is
inconsistent, as there is an uneven progression of ideas with
an inadequate introduction and conclusion, thus, earning
two out of the four possible points for this category.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns two out
of four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the
response provides weakly integrated evidence from sources
with an ineffective use of elaborative techniques. The
expression of ideas is simplistic with little variety in sentence
structure.
Conventions – This response earns the maximum two points
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic
conventions.

121 (2018)

Sample Response: 4 points

122 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – While this response has a
controlling idea, it is insufficiently sustained within the purpose,
audience, and task. Likewise, its organization is inconsistent
and presents an uneven progression of ideas, earning two
out of the four possible points for this category.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns one out of
four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as it
provides cursory support for the controlling idea.
Conventions – This response earns one out of two possible
points for demonstrating a partial command of basic
conventions.

123 (2018)

Sample Response: 3 points

124 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response has one
controlling idea and is related to the topic but demonstrates
little awareness of the purpose, audience, and task, and is
too brief to demonstrate knowledge of an organizational
structure, earning one out of four possible points for this
category.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response also earns one out
of four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as it
provides cursory support for the controlling idea and the
expression of ideas is vague and unclear.
Conventions – This response earns one out of two possible
points for demonstrating a partial command of basic
conventions.

125 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response is minimally
related to the topic and demonstrates no awareness of the
purpose, audience, and task, and has no discernible
organizational structure, earning zero out of four possible
points for this category.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns zero out of
four possible points for evidence and elaboration, as it
provides no support for the controlling idea.
Conventions – This response earns zero out of two possible
points because the response demonstrates a lack of
command of basic conventions.

126 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was
not enough original student work in comparison to text
directly copied from the prompt/passages.

127 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was
not enough original student work in comparison to text
directly copied from the prompt/passages.

128 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was
not enough original student work in comparison to text
directly copied from the prompt/passages.

129 (2018)
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