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Grade 6 English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.*

9

Item
Type

Multiple
Choice

10

MultiSelect

11

MultiSelect

12

13

14

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Literary

Analyze how a particular
sentence, chapter, scene, or
stanza fits into the overall structure
of a text and contributes to the
development of the theme,
setting, or plot.

B

1 point

Literary

Determine a theme or central idea
of a text and how it is conveyed
through particular details; provide
a summary of the text distinct from
personal opinions or judgments.

C, D, E

1 point

Literary

Cite textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.

C, D

1 point

Literary

Analyze how a particular
sentence, chapter, scene, or
stanza fits into the overall structure
of a text and contributes to the
development of the theme,
setting, or plot.

D

1 point

Literary

Determine or clarify the meaning
of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on
grade 6 reading and content,
choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.

C

1 point

Literary

Analyze how a particular
sentence, chapter, scene, or
stanza fits into the overall structure
of a text and contributes to the
development of the theme,
setting, or plot.

C

1 point

Topic

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the
Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site.

iii (2018)

Grade 6 English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.*

15

16

Item
Type

Multiple
Choice

Extended
Response

24

Multiple
Choice

25

Multiple
Choice

26

Multiple
Choice

27

EvidenceBased
Selected
Response

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Literary

Compare and contrast texts in
different forms or genres (e.g.,
stories and poems; historical
novels and fantasy stories) in
terms of their approaches to
similar themes and topics.

C

1 point

Writing

Write informative/explanatory
texts to examine a topic and
convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the
selection, organization, and
analysis of relevant content.

---

10 points

Informational

Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical
meanings.

D

1 point

Informational

Cite textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.

D

1 point

Informational

Determine or clarify the meaning
of unknown and multiplemeaning words and phrases
based on grade 6 reading and
content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

A

1 point

Informational

Analyze in detail how a key
individual, event, or idea is
introduced, illustrated, and
elaborated in a text (e.g.,
through examples or
anecdotes).

D; C

2 points

Topic

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the
Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site.
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Grade 6 English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.*

28

Item
Type
EvidenceBased
Selected
Response

Content
Standard

Topic

Informational

Answer
Key

Points

D; A

2 points

Trace and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in
a text, distinguishing claims that
are supported by reasons and
evidence from claims that are
not.

* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the
Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site.

v (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Stimulus for Questions 9 – 16

1 (2018)

Stimulus for Questions 9 – 16

2 (2018)

3 (2018)

4 (2018)

1384

5 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 9
Question and Scoring Guidelines

7 (2018)

Question 9

30424

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter,
scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

8 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Suspense can be an important part of
a plot, but this sentence does not create suspense.
Rationale for Option B: Key – This shows how Cally has changed, which is part
of the conflict.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although Cally is much changed and
may, in fact, be pretending to be something she is not, the sentence does not
develop this idea.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This sentence may show Hettie’s
melancholy for her lost friendship, but it does not indicate that she has given
up on the friendship.

Sample Response: 1 point

9 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 10
Question and Scoring Guidelines

11 (2018)

Question 10

30419

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of
the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

12 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. This is a supporting detail, not a key
idea, and should not be included in a summary.
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. This is a supporting detail, not a
key idea, and should not be included in a summary.
Rationale for Third Option: Key – This is an important part of the plot and should
be included in a summary.
Rationale for Fourth Option: Key – This is a main detail that contributes to the
overall conflict and should be included in a summary of the story.
Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – The fact that Hettie takes steps in her video to
remind her best friend of the memories they share is a key idea contributing to
the conflict in the story and should be included in a summary.
Rationale for Sixth Option: This is incorrect. This is a minor detail, not a key idea,
and should not be included in a summary.

13 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 10
Sample Responses

15 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response receives full credit (1 point) because all correct
answers are selected. For this item, a full-credit (1 point)
response includes:
•

•
•

Hettie discovers an exciting contest being held by her
famous friend.
AND
Hettie has a best friend who moves away and builds a
life without her.
AND
Hettie takes steps to remind her best friend of the
memories they share.

16 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the third
answer selected is incorrect. Although the first and second
answers selected are correct, in order to receive credit for
this item, students must select all three correct answer
options. No partial credit is awarded for this item type.

17 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the first
and third answers selected are incorrect. Although the
second answer selected is correct, in order to receive credit
for this item, students must select all three correct answer
options. No partial credit is awarded for this item type.

18 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 11
Question and Scoring Guidelines

19 (2018)

Question 11

30414

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

20 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. While in this paragraph Hettie is trying
to recognize the friend she once knew, this sentence shows how Cally is the
same, not how their relationship has changed.
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. While this sentence shows an
aspect of Cally’s new lifestyle, it does not show that Cally and Hettie’s
relationship has changed.
Rationale for Third Option: Key – The fact that Hettie is feeling overwhelmed
and shy at her best friend’s birthday party and spends most of the party in the
basement indicates that their friendship has changed.
Rationale for Fourth Option: Key – The fact that Hettie hides during the party
and that no one, including Cally, comes to look for her indicates that their
relationship has changed.
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. While this is part of Hettie’s larger
effort to remind her friend of their previous friendship, this sentence does not
show that Hettie and Cally’s friendship has changed.

21 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 11
Sample Responses

23 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response receives full credit (1 point) because both
correct answers are selected. For this item, a full-credit
(1 point) response includes:
•

•

“Overwhelmed and feeling shy, Hettie had taken her
small gift bag and spent most of the party in the
basement bathroom.” (paragraph 8)
AND
“No one came to look for her until her dad arrived to
pick her up.” (paragraph 8).

24 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because both of
the answers selected are incorrect. In order to receive credit
for this item, students must select both correct answer
options.

25 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the first
answer selected is incorrect. Although the second answer
selected is correct, in order to receive credit for this item,
students must select both correct answer options. No partial
credit is awarded for this item type.

26 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 12
Question and Scoring Guidelines

27 (2018)

Question 12

30411

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter,
scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

28 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The paragraphs do show one way that
Hettie deals with her friend’s moving, but they do not reveal the resolution of
the story.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The paragraphs show Hettie making a
video to try to win the contest, but they do not include the climax of the story.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The paragraphs introduce several
important settings in the girls’ friendship, but the main characters and setting in
the story are established earlier in the passage. These paragraphs are part of
the rising action.
Rationale for Option D: Key – These paragraphs contribute to the rising action
by showing the friendship between the girls, which establishes the conflict and
shows why Cally’s moving is so upsetting to Hettie.

Sample Response: 1 point

29 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 13
Question and Scoring Guidelines

31 (2018)

Question 13

30443

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

32 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the speaker may wish to
change what the summer has in store, the word “braced” does not mean
“pleaded”.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the speaker must prepare
herself for the upcoming changes, “braced” does not mean “practiced”.
Rationale for Option C: Key – To brace oneself means to prepare oneself.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the move brings the need for
goodbyes, the word “braced” does not mean “provided”.

Sample Response: 1 point

33 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 14
Question and Scoring Guidelines

35 (2018)

Question 14

30428

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter,
scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

36 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although there is reference to using a
dictionary to search for words, this does not indicate that the theme is related
to the power of education.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although line 9 contains the word
“hush”, this is not a directive toward her friends; it is an admonishment to her
inner fears.
Rationale for Option C: Key – The theme is friendship and the speaker is
uneasy about leaving her friends, but she attempts to be calm despite this
fear.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although these lines follow lines that
highlight how highly she values her friendships, these lines do not support or
develop a theme about the value of friendship.

Sample Response: 1 point

37 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 15
Question and Scoring Guidelines

39 (2018)

Question 15

30437

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Compare and contrast texts in different forms or
genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories)
in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.

40 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Passage 1 focuses on a character
trying to save a friendship that has been lost, but Passage 2 does not.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Passage 1 recounts many happy
memories as Hettie makes her film, but Passage 2 does not contain any
specific recollections of happy memories.
Rationale for Option C: Key – Hettie experiences the pain of lost friendship,
while the speaker in the poem worries that she will lose her friends when she
leaves.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Passage 1 highlights the similarities that
friends used to share, but Passage 2 does not.

Sample Response: 1 point

41 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 16
Question and Scoring Guidelines

43 (2018)

Question 16

31711

Points Possible: 10
Topic: Writing
Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
44 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines

45 (2018)

46 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 16
Sample Responses

47 (2018)

Sample Response: 10 points

48 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response receives 4
points in Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response is
fully sustained and consistently focused on the task of
analyzing how the two characters respond to change. The
organizational structure is effective, beginning with an
adequate introduction which states how each character
reacted. In addition to the skillful transitions which introduce
the supporting ideas, sentence variety is used to effectively
clarify the relationships among ideas within the body
paragraphs (“Unhappy with these thoughts” “Upon reading
the definition” “After playing outside” “Instead of shrugging it
off” “Unlike Hettie”), with one sentence leading to the next,
constantly building a logical progression of ideas. The
conclusion is satisfying, anticipating what will happen with
these characters in the future. Appropriate style and
objective tone are established and maintained throughout
the response.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response receives 4 points in
Evidence and Elaboration. The response provides thorough
and convincing support for the main idea. Thorough and
relevant evidence from the sources is smoothly integrated, as
the student uses multiple text examples for each supporting
idea, introducing them and then extending them to
elaborate and explain, linking these ideas to the controlling
idea. This elaboration is effective and is enhanced by the
clear and effective expression of ideas. There is a citation for
the second passage (“The speaker in the poem”). The varied
sentence structure demonstrates language facility.
Conventions – This response receives 2 points in Conventions.
The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic
conventions.

49 (2018)

Sample Response: 8 points

50 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response receives 4
points in Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response is
fully sustained and consistently focused on the task,
beginning with an effective and insightful introduction which
compares the reactions of the two characters. There is an
effective organizational structure, as the two body
paragraphs present the supporting ideas — something
terrible and uncertainty. Each body paragraph begins with a
discussion of Hettie, and then transitions to the speaker in the
poem, ending with a concluding sentence that enhances
the sharp focus on the task.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response receives 3 points in
Evidence and Elaboration. There is thorough, convincing, and
credible support for the controlling idea. Well-chosen,
relevant evidence from both passages is used to support the
student ideas but is only generally integrated into the
response (“I know this because” “This explains” “This shows”).
To achieve a higher score point, text information needs to be
more smoothly integrated. There is an effective use of
elaborative techniques as the student’s own words and ideas
are used to introduce and then explain the text examples,
demonstrating an understanding of the topic and text. Ideas
are clearly and effectively expressed throughout the
response. There are citations for both passages.
Conventions – This response receives 1 point in Conventions.
The response demonstrates a partial command of basic
conventions.

51 (2018)

Sample Response: 8 points

52 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response receives 3
points in Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response is
adequately sustained and generally focused on the task. The
sufficient introduction presents the controlling idea (“the way
that both speakers handled changes in the friendships that
they have”). The body paragraphs deal with each passage in
turn—first the poem, and then Hettie—to support the ideas of
“value of friendship” and “losing friends”. There are adequate
transitions to connect ideas, creating an adequate
progression throughout the essay. The concluding sentence
at the end of each body paragraph enhances the focus of
the response. The conclusion is satisfying, comparing the
reactions of the two characters, giving a sense of
completeness.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response receives 3 points in
Evidence and Elaboration. The response provides adequate
support, citing relevant evidence from both sources.
Evidence is generally integrated, as each paragraph has an
idea, a quote, and then the writer’s interpretation of the
incident. The elaborative techniques are adequate as the
student extends the ideas to further the explanation.
Expression of ideas is adequate, employing general
language.
Conventions – This response receives 2 points in Conventions.
The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic
conventions.

53 (2018)

Sample Response: 8 points

54 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response receives 3
points in Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response is
adequately sustained and generally focused, beginning with
an introductory sentence that states the controlling idea
“how two people react to change differently”. There is an
evident organizational structure as the writer summarizes and
interprets the incidents in each passage separately, then
compares the two in the third paragraph. There is adequate
use of transitional strategies, contributing to the adequate
progression of ideas and a sense of completeness.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response receives 3 points in
Evidence and Elaboration. The response provides adequate
support for the controlling idea, citing relevant evidence from
both sources. Integration is uneven, as the first two
paragraphs are primarily source summary. Evidence is
generally integrated in the third paragraph, as the writer
elaborates on the ideas/incidents for both sources, creating a
sense of completeness. The writer’s expression of ideas is
adequate.
Conventions – This response receives 2 points in Conventions.
The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic
conventions.

55 (2018)

Sample Response: 8 points

56 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response receives 3
points in Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response is
adequately sustained and generally focused on the task. The
controlling idea is presented in the introduction (“they both
handle it differently”). There is an evident organizational
structure as the writer explains the change that occurs for
each character, ending with an adequate and insightful
conclusion as the student makes general comments on
change based on the analysis presented in the previous
paragraphs. This contributes to the adequate progression of
ideas and a sense of completeness.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response receives 3 points in
Evidence and Elaboration. The response provides adequate
support for the controlling idea. Generally integrated relevant
evidence is drawn from both sources and there is a clear
citation (“speaker for Passage 2”). The writer uses adequate
elaboration, interpreting the changes in emotion and
supporting these statements with relevant text information.
Expression of ideas is adequate.
Conventions – This response receives 2 points in Conventions.
The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic
conventions.

57 (2018)

Sample Response: 8 points

58 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response receives
3 points in Purpose, Focus, and Organization. There is an
evident organizational structure, as the student begins with
an introduction that states exactly what will be presented in
the essay and then follows through on the plan. The
transitions are basic and lacking in variety (“First” “Then”
“Finally” “This is how”) but adequate. Transitional words within
the body paragraphs (“Then” “This is mentioned” “After
entering” “This is how” “also”) contribute to a logical
progression of ideas. The fourth paragraph compares the two
characters giving a sense of completeness to the analysis,
but it is unclear if this was intended as the conclusion.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response receives 3 points in
Evidence and Elaboration. The response provides adequate
support, with evidence cited from both passages. Source
examples are generally integrated, with more relevant
evidence from the first source, while there is only a vague
and general reference to incidents in the poem. Elaboration
is adequate as the student interprets the feelings of the
characters, relating the text examples to the concept of
change. The student uses general language, and the
expression of ideas is adequate.
Conventions – This response receives 2 points in Conventions.
The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic
conventions.

59 (2018)

Sample Response: 7 points

60 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response receives
3 points in Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The controlling
idea is presented in the introductory sentence (“are both
facing changes in lives”). It is adequately sustained
throughout the essay as the writer treats the reactions of
each character separately, ending with an adequate
conclusion that reiterates the ideas already presented. The
writer uses basic transitions (“In passage 2”) to connect ideas,
but various transitional strategies are used within the first body
paragraph, so that each sentence connects with the
previous one, contributing to the adequate progression of
ideas. The conclusion, which compares the experiences of
both characters, adds to the sense of completeness.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response receives 3 points in
Evidence and Elaboration. Source evidence is generally
integrated with clear citations. There is adequate use of
elaborative techniques as the writer presents ideas, relevant
text quotes, and interpretation of the incidents. These
extensions of ideas in the writer’s own words provide the
connection to the controlling idea, providing adequate
support. Ideas are adequately expressed.
Conventions – This response receives 1 point in Conventions.
The response demonstrates a partial command of basic
conventions.

61 (2018)

Sample Response: 5 points

62 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response receives 2
points in Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The controlling
idea is unclear as each of the paragraphs is mostly a
summary of events, describing the change in feeling that
occurs for each character—Hettie from happy to sad, the
poet from sad to happy. The first paragraph is stronger,
maintaining focus on the gradual change in Hettie’s feelings.
There is inconsistent use of transitional strategies (“But”) and
no introduction or conclusion. The progression of ideas is
uneven as the writer makes no connection between the two
characters.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response receives 2 points in
Evidence and Elaboration. Evidence from the sources is
weakly integrated. Details from the first source are more
specific and the writer attempts to elaborate by drawing
conclusions as to Hettie’s feelings. The expression of ideas is
simplistic, and the response provides uneven support for the
main idea.
Conventions – This response receives 1 point in Conventions.
The response demonstrates a partial command of basic
conventions.

63 (2018)

Sample Response: 5 points

64 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response receives 2
points in Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response is
somewhat sustained with a weak controlling idea (“both
seem to have a hard time with moving and losing friends”)
and an inconsistent organizational structure. The lack of
transitions makes the body of the essay confusing as the
writer switches back and forth between Hettie and the poet,
contributing to the uneven progression of ideas.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response receives 2 points in
Evidence and Elaboration. This response has uneven support
for the controlling idea, consisting mostly of a summary of
events in the passage. Elaborative techniques are weakly
used to draw some conclusions as to how the characters feel.
Expression of ideas is simplistic.
Conventions – This response receives 1 point in Conventions.
The response demonstrates a partial command of basic
conventions.

65 (2018)

Sample Response: 2 points

66 (2018)

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response receives
1 point in Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The prompt is not
directly addressed. The controlling idea is confusing, as the
response seems focused on the idea of moving away, being
sad, and having to make new friends. The writer does not
give any indication of why the reader needs to know these
things. There are few transitional strategies (“in story two”),
mostly consisting of basic conjunctions (“because” “and”
“so”). There is a limited organizational structure as the writer
begins by providing facts from both passages and in the
second paragraph attempts to explain them.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response receives 1 point in
Evidence and Elaboration. Minimal evidence from the source
material is included, and the expression of ideas is vague and
confusing. The first paragraph has a brief summary of the
general concepts from each passage. The student attempts
to elaborate, drawing the conclusion that (“they bare both
sad that they have to make new friends”), providing minimal
support for the controlling idea.
Conventions – This response receives 0 points in Conventions.
The response demonstrates a lack of command of
conventions, with frequent and severe errors often obscuring
meaning.

67 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response receives
0 points in Purpose, Focus, and Organization. The response is
unrelated to the topic and displays little awareness of the
purpose, audience and/or task. There is no controlling idea
and it has no focus or discernable organizational structure.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response receives 0 points
in Evidence and Elaboration. The response provides no
support/evidence related to a main idea and includes no use
of sources, facts, or details.
Conventions – This response receives 0 points in Conventions.
The response demonstrates a lack of command of
conventions, with frequent and severe errors often obscuring
meaning.

68 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because there was
not enough original student work in comparison to text
directly copied from the prompt/passages.

69 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because there was
not enough original student work in comparison to text
directly copied from the prompt/passages.

70 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because there was
not enough original student work in comparison to text
directly copied from the prompt/passages.

71 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Stimulus for Questions 24 – 28

73 (2018)

Stimulus for Questions 24 – 28

74 (2018)

1348
75 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 24
Question and Scoring Guidelines

77 (2018)

Question 24

30596

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings.

78 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although “magnificent” may indicate
that a work is unique, the author’s use of the word indicates that she is
impressed by Audubon’s work.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although “magnificent” may indicate
that a work is famous, the author’s use of the word indicates that she is
impressed by Audubon’s work.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although “magnificent” may indicate
that a work is popular, the author’s use of the word indicates that she is
impressed by Audubon’s work.
Rationale for Option D: Key – The author’s use of the word indicates that she is
impressed by Audubon’s work.

Sample Response: 1 point

79 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 25
Question and Scoring Guidelines

81 (2018)

Question 25

30793

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

82 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although this sentence shows
Audubon’s determination to paint birds realistically, it does not show his
determination to capture birds in their natural habitat.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although this sentence shows that
Audubon’s paintings looked realistic, it does not show his determination to
capture birds in their natural habitat.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although this sentence shows the
natural behavior of birds in Audubon’s paintings, it does not show his
determination to capture birds in their natural habitat.
Rationale for Option D: Key – This sentence shows the lengths that Audubon
was willing to go to in order to capture birds in their natural habitat.

Sample Response: 1 point

83 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 26
Question and Scoring Guidelines

85 (2018)

Question 26

30588

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

86 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: Key – The word “chart” encompasses both “to map
out” a journey and “to make a map of” a place.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The phrase “mysterious wilderness”
indicates that these are not familiar routes.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Audubon was looking for new species
of birds, but the paragraph does not indicate that explorers set out every year
to discover new animals.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The phrase “mysterious wilderness”
suggests that there weren’t any nearby settlements.

Sample Response: 1 point

87 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 27
Question and Scoring Guidelines

89 (2018)

Question 27

30584

Points Possible: 2
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or
idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through
examples or anecdotes).

90 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Part A
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The author shows how dedicated
Audubon was in finding new subjects, but she does not speak to how
dedicated others were.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Audubon was drawn to sketching birds
at an early age, but there is no evidence to indicate that his interest stemmed
from seeing other artists’ portrayals of birds.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The author discusses how Audubon
located his subjects, but she does not speak to how others located theirs.
Rationale for Option D: Key – Audubon was inspired to create works that did
not seem “stiff and unnatural” after he saw how other artists had been
depicting birds.
Part B
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This is an example of how nature
inspired Audubon, but not how other artists inspired him.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This is an example of Audubon’s
interest in creating bird portraits from an early age, but it is not evidence that
other artists inspired Audubon.
Rationale for Option C: Key – Audubon was inspired to create a different kind
of bird “portrait” after seeing the work of other artists.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This is an example of how dedicated
Audubon was to finding new subjects to paint, but it is not evidence that other
artists inspired Audubon.

91 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 27
Sample Responses

93 (2018)

Sample Response: 2 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives full credit (2 points) because the
correct answer is selected in Part A and Part B.

94 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the
correct answer is selected in Part A, but an incorrect answer is
selected in Part B.

95 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the
correct answer is selected in Part A, but an incorrect answer is
selected in Part B.

96 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the
answer selected in Part A is incorrect. While the answer
selected in Part B is correct, students do not receive partial
credit on this item type when Part A is incorrect and Part B is
correct. In order to receive partial credit (1 point) for this item,
students are required to select the correct answer in Part A.

97 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the
answer selected in both Part A and Part B is incorrect.

98 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 28
Question and Scoring Guidelines

99 (2018)

Question 28

30593

Points Possible: 2
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Trace and evaluate the argument and specific
claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons
and evidence from claims that are not.

100 (2018)

Scoring Guidelines
Part A
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the passage mentions that
Audubon was a naturalist, it does not suggest that he was concerned about
preservation.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the passage discusses the
fact that Audubon set out to document every species of bird, there is nothing
in the passage to support the idea that people became aware of how many
more animals there were to document.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The passage does not discuss whether
or not Audubon’s book impacted the way other artists depicted natural
settings.
Rationale for Option D: Key – The reception of the book and the amount of
research Audubon did to complete the book established him as an expert in
ornithology.
Part B
Rationale for Option A: Key – This supports the idea that The Birds of America
established Audubon as an expert in his field.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While this detail describes some of the
works in The Birds of America, it does not support the idea that Audubon was
an expert in his field.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This sentence suggests that Audubon
may have documented birds that were unknown before the publication of his
book, but it does not support the idea that Audubon was an expert in his field.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although this sentence suggests the
individual effort that Audubon put forth in establishing himself as an expert, it
was not until these letters and notes became part of The Birds of America that
he was established as an expert in the field.

101 (2018)

Grade 6
English Language Arts
Spring 2018 Item Release
Question 28
Sample Responses

103 (2018)

Sample Response: 2 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives full credit (2 points) because the
correct answer is selected in Part A and Part B.

104 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the
correct answer is selected in Part A, but an incorrect answer is
selected in Part B.

105 (2018)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the
correct answer is selected in Part A, but an incorrect answer is
selected in Part B.

106 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the
answer selected in Part A is incorrect. While the answer
selected in Part B is correct, students do not receive partial
credit on this item type when Part A is incorrect and Part B is
correct. In order to receive partial credit (1 point) for this item,
students are required to select the correct answer in Part A.

107 (2018)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the
answer selected in both Part A and Part B is incorrect.

108 (2018)
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