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English Language Arts I
Spring 2017 Item Release
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.

1

2

3

4

Item
Type

EvidenceBased
Selected
Response

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Content
Strand

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Key Ideas and
Details

Determine a theme or central
idea of a text and analyze in
detail its development over the
course of the text, including
how it emerges and is shaped
and refined by specific details;
provide an objective summary
of the text.

A; B, D

2 points

Key Ideas and
Details

Analyze how complex
characters (e.g., those with
multiple or conflicting
motivations) develop over the
course of a text, interact with
other characters, and advance
the plot or develop the theme.

C

1 point

Craft and
Structure

Analyze how an author’s
choices concerning how to
structure a text, order events
within it (e.g., parallel plots), and
manipulate time (e.g., pacing,
flashbacks) create such effects
as mystery, tension, or surprise.

A

1 point

Integration of
Knowledge
and Ideas

Analyze the representation of a
subject or a key scene in two
different artistic mediums,
including what is emphasized or
absent in each treatment (e.g.,
Auden’s “Musée des Beaux
Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape
with the Fall of Icarus).

C

1 point
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Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.

5

6

7

8

9

Item
Type

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Extended
Response

Multiple
Choice

EvidenceBased
Selected
Response

Content
Strand

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Craft and
Structure

Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in
the text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze
the cumulative impact of
specific word choices on
meaning and tone (e.g., how the
language evokes a sense of time
and place; how it sets a formal or
informal tone).

C

1 point

Key Ideas and
Details

Cite strong and thorough textual
evidence to support analysis of
what the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn from
the text.

B

1 point

Expository

Write informative/explanatory
texts to examine and convey
complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and
accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and
analysis of content.

---

10 points

Key Ideas and
Details

Cite strong and thorough textual
evidence to support analysis of
what the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn from
the text.

B

1 point

Key Ideas and
Details

Determine a central idea of a
text and analyze its
development over the course of
the text, including how it
emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details;
provide an objective summary of
the text.

B; B

2 points
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Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.

10

11

Item
Type

Multiple
Choice

MultiSelect
Item

12

Multiple
Choice

13

Multiple
Choice

Content
Strand

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Craft and
Structure

Analyze in detail how an author’s
ideas or claims are developed
and refined by particular
sentences, paragraphs, or larger
portions of a text (e.g., a section
or chapter).

C

1 point

Key Ideas and
Details

Determine a central idea of a
text and analyze its
development over the course of
the text, including how it
emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details;
provide an objective summary of
the text.

D, E

1 point

Craft and
Structure

Analyze in detail how an author’s
ideas or claims are developed
and refined by particular
sentences, paragraphs, or larger
portions of a text (e.g., a section
or chapter).

C

1 point

Vocabulary

Demonstrate understanding of
figurative language, word
relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

D

1 point

v

English Language Arts I
Spring 2017 Item Release
Stimulus for Questions 1 – 7

1

Stimulus for Questions 1 – 7

2

3

704

4
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Question 1
Question and Scoring Guidelines

5

Question 1

16933

Points Possible: 2
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
analyze in detail its development over the course of the text,
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific
details; provide an objective summary of the text.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 47.73%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 17.99%
Percent 2 Points Earned: 34.27%

6

Scoring Guidelines
Part A
Rationale for Option A: Key – A central idea shared by both passages shows
how attitude heavily influences perspective.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although both passages feature a
deserted island, Passage 1 describes Crusoe’s fearful thoughts of the unknown
rather than fears grounded in nature. Paragraph 2 describes the birds as good
for food but does not dwell on the beauty of nature.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While planned goals are marginally
developed in Passage 2, there are no planned goals in Passage 1.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Fears are expressed in both passages,
but in Passage 2, they are not thoughtfully reflected upon.
Part B
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. This illustrates Crusoe’s awe at his
distance from the ship in Passage 1, but it does not develop a central idea.
Rationale for Second Option: Key – This quotation develops Crusoe’s
perspective and attitude in Passage 1 as he begins to understand his situation.
This supports the central idea of perspective.
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. This quotation describes the
appearance of the island in Passage 2, but does not develop a central idea.
Rationale for Fourth Option: Key – This quotation develops the central idea of
perspective in Passage 2. They feel themselves “rich” in spite of their hardships.
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. This is a detail about the camp’s
setup in Passage 2, and can support several options in Part A, but it does not
develop a central idea in both passages.

7
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Sample Responses

9

Sample Response: 2 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly
identifies the correct response in both Part A and Part B.

10

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B
are partially incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be
correct in their entirety.

11

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the responses selected for Part B
are incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to earn full
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct in
their entirety.

12

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B has the correct
answers; however, the answer selected in Part A is incorrect.
In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B
must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for this item,
Part A must be correct.

13

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B is partially
correct; however, the answer selected in Part A is incorrect. In
order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B
must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for this item,
Part A must be correct.

14
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Question and Scoring Guidelines

15

Question 2

16934

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with
multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a
text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or
develop the theme.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 34.23%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 65.77%

16

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Crusoe is worried about
being hunted by predators in paragraph 2, he does not attempt to find prey in
paragraph 3. He does find a stick to use as a truncheon, but it is for his defense
in case of attack.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although Crusoe does make attempts
at survival in paragraph 3, he still feels the island to be threatening. Even when
he awakes more refreshed, he is aware of and afraid of his situation.
Rationale for Option C: Key – In paragraph 2, Crusoe feels sorry for himself.
When he finds water in paragraph 3, that signals a positive, and he begins to
change his attitude. He plans for survival, making a bed in a tree and
preparing a stick to defend himself in case of attack.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Crusoe does complain about his
lack of supplies in paragraph 2, but he doesn’t use them for anything in
paragraph 3.

Sample Response: 1 point

17
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19

Question 3

16935

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure
Content Standard: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning
how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots),
and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects
as mystery, tension, or surprise.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 55.72%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 44.28%

20

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: Key – The author structures paragraph 6 by listing the
decisive actions the family takes to secure their safety and comfort on the
island. The fact that they act so knowledgeably and decisively creates a
reassuring tone.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. A reader could interpret the
paragraph’s activities as somewhat fast-paced, but the family does not seem
especially hurried. The fact that the family is establishing a secure and safe
environment lessens, rather than adds to, any suspense.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. A reader could feel that the happy
mood of the family is surprising given the fact that they just survived a
shipwreck and are on a deserted island. However, nothing about the
description in the paragraph indicates a surprised tone. The situation is
described as happy and comfortable.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the family has landed in
unknown surroundings, the paragraph focuses on them making themselves
comfortable rather than exploring, so nothing in the paragraph is mysterious.

Sample Response: 1 point

21
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Question 4
Question and Scoring Guidelines

23

Question 4

16936

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Content Standard: Analyze the representation of a subject or a key
scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized
or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts”
and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 44.72%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 55.28%

24

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the first image does show
courage, the second does not show fear, and fear is not a theme of The Swiss
Family Robinson.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the first image does show
survival, the second does not show confusion, and confusion is not a theme of
The Swiss Family Robinson.
Rationale for Option C: Key – The differences in color and dramatic situations
in the images show that Robinson Crusoe has a very dark mood. The
Swiss Family Robinson is more upbeat, showcasing the family’s resilience,
hopeful outlook, and more positive attitude towards their situation.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although both of these images do
portray how the characters arrive at the island, the first image does not
portray an effortless journey, but a chaotic and difficult one.

Sample Response: 1 point

25
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27

Question 5

16937

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices
on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of
time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 44.04%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 55.96%

28

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although they may be worried about
the animals getting away from them once they are on land, the word choice
does not indicate that the characters feel anxious.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although they may feel tired after
paddling to shore, the word choice does not indicate that the characters feel
exhausted.
Rationale for Option C: Key – Words such as “leaped”, “tried to crawl out” and
“welcomed” indicate that the characters are enthusiastic.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although this might be true, the word
choice does not indicate this.

Sample Response: 1 point

29
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Question 6

16938

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 34.63%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 65.37%

32

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although “dreadful deliverance” may
sound exaggerated, Crusoe is clearly in a very tough situation with very little to
comfort him.
Rationale for Option B: Key – Although Crusoe is in a very difficult situation, the
idea that he will either perish with hunger or be eaten by animals is an
exaggeration, as he has not yet explored the island or strategized on how he
could survive.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Being joyful at finding water is not an
exaggeration, and there is no reason to believe he is exaggerating the
distance walked.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Cutting a stick to defend himself
against potential threats is good preparation, as is sleeping in the tree.

Sample Response: 1 point

33
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Question 7

16939

36

Points Possible: 10
Content Strand: Expository
Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine
and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.

Score Points Earned by Dimension
Score Point(s)
Earned

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization

Evidence and
Elaboration

Conventions of
Standard English

4

2.96%

2.21%

N/A

3

19.25%

13.24%

N/A

2

43.32%

38.00%

57.96%

1

26.03%

33.76%

36.15%

0

8.44%

12.79%

5.90%

Total Score Points Earned
0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

4.43% 3.46% 5.09% 12.16% 16.66% 14.53% 22.44% 6.38% 11.92% 0.72% 2.21%
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Scoring Guidelines

38
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41

Sample Response: 10 points

42

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is fully sustained

and consistently focused within the purpose, audience and
task with effective organizational structure, earning the
maximum 4 points in the assigned category.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns the

maximum 4 points for providing thorough, convincing and
credible support while citing evidence for the controlling
idea.
Conventions – The response earns the maximum 2 points for

demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions
of standard English.

43

Sample Response: 8 points

44

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is adequately

sustained and generally focused within the purpose,
audience and task with evident organizational structure,
earning 3 out of 4 possible points in the assigned category.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 3 out of 4

possible points in the category of evidence and elaboration
for providing adequate support when citing evidence for the
controlling idea.
Conventions – The response earns the maximum 2 points

allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic
conventions of standard English.

45

Sample Response: 8 points

46

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is adequately

sustained and generally focused within the purpose,
audience and task with evident organizational structure,
earning 3 out of 4 possible points in the assigned category.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 3 out of 4

possible points in the category of evidence and elaboration
for providing adequate support when citing evidence for the
controlling idea.
Conventions – The response earns the maximum 2 points

allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic
conventions of standard English.

47

Sample Response: 7 points

48

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is adequately

sustained and generally focused within the purpose,
audience and task with evident organizational structure,
earning 3 out of 4 possible points in the assigned category.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns 2 out of 4

possible points in the category of evidence and elaboration,
as the response provides uneven support for the controlling
idea.
Conventions – The response earns the maximum 2 points

allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic
conventions of standard English.

49

Sample Response: 5 points

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is somewhat

sustained within the purpose, audience and task but includes
some extraneous material. Likewise, its organization is
inconsistent, earning 2 out of 4 possible points for this
category.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 2 out of 4

possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the response
provides uneven support for the controlling idea.
Conventions – The response earns 1 out of 2 possible points for

demonstrating a partial command of basic conventions of
standard English.

50

Sample Response: 5 points

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is somewhat

sustained within the purpose, audience and task but includes
some extraneous material. Likewise, its organization is
inconsistent, earning 2 out of 4 possible points for this
category.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 2 out of 4

possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the response
provides uneven support for the controlling idea.
Conventions – The response earns 1 out of 2 possible points for

demonstrating a partial command of basic conventions of
standard English.

51

Sample Response: 5 points

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is somewhat

sustained within the purpose, audience and task but includes
some extraneous material. Likewise, its organization is
inconsistent, earning 2 out of 4 points possible for this
category.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns 1 out of 4

possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the response
provides cursory support for the controlling idea.
Conventions – The response earns the maximum 2 points

allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic
conventions of standard English.

52

Sample Response: 2 points

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is related to the

topic but demonstrates little awareness of the purpose,
audience and task, and it has no discernible organizational
structure, earning 1 out of 4 possible points for this category.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 1 out of 4

possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the response
provides cursory support for the controlling idea.
Conventions – The response earns 0 out of 2 possible points

because it demonstrates a lack of command of basic
conventions of standard English.

53

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is related to the

topic but demonstrates little awareness of the purpose,
audience and task, and it has no discernible organizational
structure, earning 1 out of 4 possible points for this category.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns 0 out of 4

possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the response
provides no support for the controlling idea.
Conventions – The response earns 0 out of 2 possible points

because it demonstrates a lack of command of basic
conventions of standard English.

54

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is minimally

related to the topic and demonstrates no awareness of the
purpose, audience and task, and it has no discernible
organizational structure, earning 0 out of 4 possible points for
this category.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns 0 out of 4

possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the response
provides no support for the controlling idea.
Conventions – The response earns 1 out of 2 possible points for

demonstrating a partial command of basic conventions of
standard English.
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Stimulus for Questions 8 – 13

58

705
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Question 8

16940

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 26.82%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 73.18%

62

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This sentence supports the idea that
Pluto cannot be compared to other planets—a feeling scientists had after
seeing the photographs. It does not support the idea that scientists expected
anything different.
Rationale for Option B: Key – This sentence conveys the shock of the scientists
after seeing that Pluto’s terrain was not covered in craters, indicating that it
had a young surface. It supports the idea that scientists had expected
something other than what they saw in the photographs.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This sentence helps establish the
questions scientists still have regarding Pluto’s terrain, but it does not indicate
that scientists had expected different results from the photographs.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This sentence indicates that people
feel there’s still a lot to learn about Pluto but not that scientists expected
anything different from the photographs from the most recent mission.

Sample Response: 1 point
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Question 9

16941

Points Possible: 2
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges
and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective
summary of the text.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 45.11%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 38.02%
Percent 2 Points Earned: 16.86%

66

Scoring Guidelines
Part A
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Paragraph 16 describes the possibility
of such materials but does not state that the New Horizons spacecraft found
such materials.
Rationale for Option B: Key – Paragraphs 11 through 19 focus on the mystery
surrounding Pluto’s surface.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the presence of water is an
important puzzle to be solved, according to the passage, the New Horizons
spacecraft was not launched with the explicit purpose of finding out the
mystery of Pluto’s water—indeed, the presence of so much water was a
surprise.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While scientists from this institution are
quoted, there is no mention of where specifically the mission is controlled from;
in fact, many of the scientists come from other research facilities.
Part B
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The central idea that the mission has
raised questions regarding Pluto’s geography is not developed through a
comparison of the mission to previous missions but rather by ruling out
possibilities using scientific explanations.
Rationale for Option B: Key – In paragraph 13, scientists discuss how this
phenomenon could be attributed to gravitational forces of surrounding
entities but then go on to say that this isn’t possible since Pluto is the major
force in the area.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The central idea that the mission has
raised questions regarding Pluto’s geography is not developed through
detailed records that show the intended purpose of the mission but rather by
ruling out possibilities using scientific explanations.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The central idea that the mission has
raised questions regarding Pluto’s geography is not developed through quotes
from scientists about what they had expected to learn from the mission,
although several scientists are quoted in the passage. Rather, the idea is
developed through scientific explanations that rule out other possibilities.

67
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Sample Response: 2 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (2 points) because it correctly
identifies the correct response in both Part A and Part B.

70

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.

71

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the
correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is
incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full
credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.

72

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the correct
answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is incorrect. In
order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B
must be correct. In order to receive partial credit for this item,
Part A must be correct.

73

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers
selected for both Part A and Part B are incorrect.

74
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Question 10

16942

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 19.50%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 80.50%

76

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Based on the passage, the scientists all
felt surprised and excited by the images. This quote is not from a scientist who
predicted what the images showed but rather by one who did not predict
what the images showed.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While some may interpret the surface
of Pluto to be dangerous given the description in the passage, this piece of
the passage is meant to demonstrate the excited reaction of scientists.
Rationale for Option C: Key – The author uses this paragraph to support the
idea that the scientists were shocked and excited, proving the findings were
quite unusual.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While scientists were confused by
information in the images given certain scientific theories, this piece of the
passage is meant to demonstrate the surprise people felt about the images.

Sample Response: 1 point

77
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Question 11

16943

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges
and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective
summary of the text.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 71.23%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 28.77%

80

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. This is an interesting detail but is too
specific to include in a summary.
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. This is an interesting detail but is
too specific to include in a summary.
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. This is an interesting detail but is too
specific to include in a summary.
Rationale for Fourth Option: Key – This emphasizes a central idea of the
passage: Pluto has a dramatic, complex landscape.
Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – This summarizes a central idea: the photos
uncovered a mystery about the energy underneath Pluto’s surface.

81
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Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two
correct choices are selected.

84

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the
choices selected is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for
this item, both selections must be correct.

85

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because both answers
selected are incorrect.

86
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Question 12

16944

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 20.65%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 79.35%
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Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While this paragraph does suggest that
the scientists don’t have all the answers, it does not undermine their expertise.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While the paragraph does suggest a
future area of research, the passage does not suggest that this will be the
main focus of the next mission.
Rationale for Option C: Key – In the context of the passage as a whole, the
paragraph is demonstrating the fact that the scientists’ discoveries have led to
new questions as well as answers.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the paragraph shows that the
scientists involved do not yet know all the answers, nothing indicates that more
scientists will solve this problem.

Sample Response: 1 point
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Question 13

16945

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Vocabulary
Content Standard: Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 27.40%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 72.60%
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Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While “thrown” can mean “confused”,
and there are certainly a number of possible explanations for this
phenomenon, this is not how the phrase is being used in this sentence.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While this is one of the more literal
meanings of the phrase, and scientists must consider and discard theories as
they work, this is not how the phrase is being used in context.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While this is the most literal use of this
phrase, it is not how the phrase is being used in context.
Rationale for Option D: Key – In this context, the phrase is referring to possible
answers to the question being presented.

Sample Response: 1 point
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