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Grade 8 ELA 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 

Content 

Strand 

Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key 
Points 

1 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze in detail the structure of 

a specific paragraph in a text, 

including the role of particular 

sentences in developing and 

refining a key concept. 

B 1 point 

2 

Multi-

Select 

Item 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Analyze how a text makes 

connections among and 

distinctions between individuals, 

ideas, or events (e.g., through 

comparisons, analogies, or 

categories). 

B, E 1 point 

3 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze 

the impact of specific word 

choices on meaning and tone, 

including analogies or allusions 

to other texts. 

C 1 point 

4 

Evidence-

Based 

Select 

Response 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Analyze how a text makes 

connections among and 

distinctions between individuals, 

ideas, or events (e.g., through 

comparisons, analogies, or 

categories). 

A; B 2 points 

5 
Hot Text 

Item 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine an author’s point of 

view or purpose in a text and 

analyze how the author 

acknowledges and responds to 

conflicting evidence or 

viewpoints. 

--- 2 points 
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Grade 8 ELA 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 

Content 

Strand 

Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key 
Points 

6 
Extended 

Response 

Argumentative 

Essay 

Write arguments to support 

claims with clear reasons and 

relevant evidence. 

--- 10 points 

7 

Evidence-

Based 

Select 

Response 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Determine a central idea of a 

text and analyze its 

development over the course of 

the text, including its relationship 

to supporting ideas; provide an 

objective summary of the text. 

B; A 2 points 

8 
Multiple 

Choice 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Analyze how a text makes 

connections among and 

distinctions between individuals, 

ideas, or events (e.g., through 

comparisons, analogies, or 

categories). 

A 1 point 

9 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in 

a text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical 

meanings; analyze the impact of 

specific word choices on 

meaning and tone, including 

analogies or allusions to other 

texts. 

C 1 point 

10 
Hot Text 

Item 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze in detail the structure of 

a specific paragraph in a text, 

including the role of particular 

sentences in developing and 

refining a key concept. 

--- 1 point 
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Grade 8 ELA 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 

Content 

Strand 

Content 

Standard 
Answer 

Key 
Points 

11 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine an author’s point of 

view or purpose in a text and 

analyze how the author 

acknowledges and responds to 

conflicting evidence or 

viewpoints. 

B 1 point 

12 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze in detail the structure of 

a specific paragraph in a text, 

including the role of particular 

sentences in developing and 

refining a key concept. 

D 1 point 

13 
Multiple 

Choice 
Vocabulary 

Determine or clarify the meaning 

of unknown and multiple-

meaning words or phrases based 

on grade 8 reading and content, 

choosing flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

D 1 point 
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Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Stimulus for Questions 1 – 6 
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Stimulus for Questions 1 – 6 
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Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 1 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

Question 1 

16974 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze in detail the structure of a specific 

paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in 

developing and refining a key concept. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 50.34% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 49.66% 



7 
  
 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Paragraphs 6 and 7 discuss the 

conflicting findings of two scientific studies, not the results of a scientific study 

and the results of an informal survey of consumers. 

 

Rationale for Option B: Key – In paragraph 6 the author provides support for 

the idea that organic food is not any healthier than conventional food, while 

in paragraph 7 she provides support that refutes this idea. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While paragraph 6 does summarize the 

point of debate and give one side, paragraph 7 gives an alternate view and 

not definitive proof. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While one can assume that the 

author’s viewpoint is that organic foods are nutritionally better than organic 

based on the full context of the article, that is not the main crux of paragraph 

6, and paragraph 7 is not representative of the public’s viewpoint, but is a 

discussion of support for an alternative point of view. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 2 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 2 

16975 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Analyze how a text makes connections among 

and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through 

comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 73.68% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 26.32% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. Although the author mentions that 

organic and conventional produce are in separate displays, this does not 

represent an important distinction. 

 
Rationale for Second Option: Key – This is an important difference in the 

author’s argument. 

 
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. The passage merely references this 

label—it does not contain distinguishing information. 

 
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. This study found no significant 

difference between the types of produce. 

 
Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – These requirements are what differentiate 

organic from conventional produce by statute. 
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Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 2 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the two 

correct choices are selected.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 

selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 

this item, both selections must be correct.  



16 

Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the 

selected choices is incorrect. In order to receive full credit for 

this item, both selections must be correct. 
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Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 3 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 3 

16976 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 36.65% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 63.35% 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the way they feel is clear, that 

feeling is that they are suspicious about the high prices charged for organic 

foods. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The passage indicates that younger 

consumers are suspicious and not satisfied with the higher prices, which 

supports the definition of cynical rather than resigned. The passage shows they 

do not simply accept the higher prices. 

 

Rationale for Option C: Key – The generations mentioned are distrustful of the 

accuracy of the labeling and the justification for the higher prices of organic 

vs. conventional foods, making them suspicious of the labels and high prices. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The generations discussed are not 

vague about their feelings; they are clear about the way that they feel, and 

that feeling is that they are suspicious about the high prices charged for 

organic foods. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 4 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



22 
  
 

Question 4 

 
16977 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points Possible: 2 

 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

 

Content Standard: Analyze how a text makes connections among 

and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through 

comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

 
Student Performance on this Question: 

 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 43.10% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 12.16% 

Percent 2 Points Earned: 44.73% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 

Rationale for Option A: Key – Based on the information in Passage 2, 

consumers don’t believe that organic foods are worth the extra cost and 

therefore don't purchase them. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While Passage 1 makes claims about 

the increased nutritional value, in paragraphs 13 and 23 of Passage 2 it’s 

made clear that the nutritional value is nominal or not important. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While this may seem like a logical 

choice based on paragraph 21, paragraphs 13 and 23 contradict this. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This is a misinterpretation of paragraph 

17. These are the consumers least likely to buy organic foods. 

 

Part B 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This paragraph supports the idea that 

nutrition or health benefits are factors in purchasing, but does not support the 

key in Part A. 

 

Rationale for Option B: Key – This paragraph discusses the reluctance of 

consumers to pay more for organic. This paragraph would also be attractive 

to those who misread the information and selected option D in Part A. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This paragraph describes the questions 

that still surround what makes organic food actually organic, but it does not 

address the cost issue raised in Part A. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This paragraph supports the idea that 

nutrition or health benefits are factors in purchasing, but does not support the 

key in Part A. 
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Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 4 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it identifies 

the correct response in both Part A and Part B.   
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 

correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 

incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 

credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.  



28 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 

correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 

incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 

credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the 

correct answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is 

incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A 

and Part B must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for 

this item, Part A must be correct.  



30 

Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for both Part A and Part B are incorrect.  
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Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

Question 5 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



32 

Question 5 

16978 
Points Possible: 2 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and 

analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or 

viewpoints. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 34.28% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 15.13% 

Percent 2 Points Earned: 50.59% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

 C) “A 2012 study found no real difference between organic and 

conventional food in terms of nutrition.” (paragraph 6) 

AND 

 “Buying organic does not necessarily mean there’s more health and 

nutrition benefits,” she said. 

OR 

 “Is it actually better for you?” she said. “I’d go with no.” 
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Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 5 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it identifies 

the correct response in both Part A and Part B. 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it identifies 

the correct response in both Part A and Part B. 



38 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 

correct answer; however, the response for Part B is incorrect 

and does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this 

item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 

correct answer; however, the response for Part B is incorrect 

and does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this 

item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for both Part A and Part B are incorrect.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for both Part A and Part B are incorrect.  
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Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 6 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 6 

16979 



45 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Score Points Earned by Dimension 

Score Point(s) 

Earned 

Purpose, Focus, 

and Organization 

Evidence and 

Elaboration 

Conventions of 

Standard English 

4 1.63% 0.90% N/A 

3 14.11% 9.50% N/A 

2 42.16% 40.46% 76.12% 

1 38.62% 35.43% 15.62% 

0 3.49% 13.72% 8.26% 

 

Total Score Points Earned 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

2.84% 4.06% 5.72% 10.44% 16.24% 16.48% 27.5% 7.39% 7.50% 1.13% 0.69% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Points Possible: 10 

 

Content Strand: Argumentative Essay 

 

Content Standard: Write arguments to support claims with clear 

reasons and relevant evidence. 
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Scoring Guidelines 
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Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 6 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 10 points 



51 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is fully 

sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, 

audience and task with effective organizational structure, 

earning the maximum 4 points in the assigned category. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns the 

maximum 4 points for providing thorough, convincing and 

credible support while citing evidence for the controlling 

idea.  

 

Conventions – The response earns the maximum 2 points for 

demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions 

of standard English.  
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Sample Response: 9 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is fully sustained and 

consistently focused within the purpose, audience and task with 

effective organizational structure, earning the maximum 4 points in 

the assigned category. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns 3 out of 4 possible 

points in the category of evidence and elaboration for providing 

adequate support when citing evidence for the controlling idea.  

 

Conventions – The response earns the maximum 2 points allowed for 

demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions of 

standard English.  
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Sample Response: 9 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is adequately 

sustained and generally focused within the purpose, 

audience and task with evident organizational structure, 

earning 3 out of 4 points in the assigned category.  

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns the maximum 4 

points for providing thorough, convincing and credible 

support while citing evidence for the controlling idea.  

 

Conventions – The response earns the maximum 2 points for 

demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions 

of standard English.  
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Sample Response: 8 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is adequately 

sustained and generally focused within the purpose, 

audience and task with evident organizational structure, 

earning 3 out of 4 points in the assigned category. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 3 out of 4 

possible points in the category of evidence and elaboration 

for providing adequate support when citing evidence for the 

controlling idea.  

 

Conventions – The response earns the maximum 2 points 

allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 

conventions of standard English.  
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Sample Response: 7 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is adequately 

sustained and generally focused within the purpose, 

audience and task with evident organizational structure, 

earning 3 out of 4 points in the assigned category. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns 2 out of 4 

possible points in the category of evidence and elaboration, 

as the response provides uneven support for the controlling 

idea.  

 

Conventions – The response earns the maximum 2 points 

allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic 

conventions of standard English. 
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Sample Response: 5 points 
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Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is somewhat 

sustained within the purpose, audience and task but 

includes some extraneous material. Its organization is also 

inconsistent, earning 2 out of 4 possible points for this 

category. 

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 2 out of 4 

possible points for evidence and elaboration because the 

response provides uneven support for the controlling idea.  
 

Conventions – The response earns 1 out of 2 possible points for 

demonstrating a partial command of basic conventions of 

standard English. 
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Sample Response: 4 points 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is somewhat 

sustained within the purpose, audience and task but includes 

some extraneous material. Its organization is also inconsistent, 

earning 2 out of 4 possible points for this category. 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns 1 out of 4 

possible points for evidence and elaboration because it 

provides cursory support for the controlling idea.  

Conventions – The response earns 1 out of 2 possible points for 

demonstrating a partial command of basic conventions of 

standard English. 
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Sample Response: 3 points 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is related to the 

topic but demonstrates little awareness of the purpose, 

audience and task, and it has no discernible organizational 

structure, earning 1 out of 4 possible points for this category.  

 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 1 out of 4 

possible points for evidence and elaboration because it 

provides cursory support for the controlling idea.  

 

Conventions – The response earns 1 out of 2 possible points for 

demonstrating a partial command of basic conventions of 

standard English.  



64 

Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is related to the 

topic but demonstrates little awareness of the purpose, 

audience and task, and it has no discernible organizational 

structure, earning 1 out of 4 possible points for this category.  

Evidence and Elaboration – The response earns 0 out of 4 

possible points for evidence and elaboration because it 

provides no support for the controlling idea.  

Conventions – The response earns 0 out of 2 possible points 

because it demonstrates a lack of command of basic 

conventions of standard English. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is minimally 

related to the topic and demonstrates no awareness of the 

purpose, audience and task, and it has no discernible 

organizational structure, earning 0 out of 4 possible points for 

this category.  
 

Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 0 out of 4 

possible points for evidence and elaboration because it 

provides no support for the controlling idea.  

 

Conventions – The response earns 0 out of 2 possible points 

because it demonstrates a lack of command of basic 

conventions of standard English. 
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Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Stimulus for Questions 7 – 13 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



68 

Stimulus for Questions 7 – 13 
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711 
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Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 7 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 7 

16980 

Points Possible: 2 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 

development over the course of the text, including its relationship to 

supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 52.11% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 11.63% 

Percent 2 Points Earned: 36.26% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While this information helps scientists 

define a planet, this itself is not the central idea of the passage. 

 

Rationale for Option B: Key – The idea that there is widespread disagreement 

about the definition of a planet, brought to light by the change in Pluto’s 

planetary status, is the main idea of the passage. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While this detail is a reason why the 

definition of a planet has been rethought, it is not the central idea of the 

passage. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This is a supporting detail that supports 

the central idea of the passage. 

 

Part B 

Rationale for Option A: Key – This supports the answer in Part A by showing 

how modern scientists vary in what they consider to be a planet. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This supports the sentence regarding 

technology in Part A. It does not provide support for the idea that there is 

widespread disagreement among modern scientists about the definition of a 

planet. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This supports the sentence about early 

astronomy in Part A. It does not provide support for the idea that there is 

widespread disagreement among modern scientists about the definition of a 

planet. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This supports the sentence about 

gravitational pull in Part A. It does not provide support for the idea that there is 

widespread disagreement among modern scientists about the definition of a 

planet. 

 

 

 

 





75 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 7 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 2 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (2 points) because it identifies 

the correct response in both Part A and Part B. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 

correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 

incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 

credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.  
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Sample Response: 1 point 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the 

correct answer; however, the response selected for Part B is 

incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to earn full 

credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B has the correct 

answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is incorrect. In 

order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B 

must be correct. In order to earn partial credit for this item, 

Part A must be correct. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers 

selected for both Part A and Part B are incorrect.  
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Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 8 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 8 

16981 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Analyze how a text makes connections among 

and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through 

comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 61.93% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 38.07% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: Key – The discovery in 1992 revealed celestial objects 

in the area near Pluto, which led astronomers to develop the criterion for 

classifying objects as planets that was based on how planets affect the 

objects around them. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The discovery in 1992 caused 

astronomers to adopt a new criterion for planethood, based on the way an 

object “defines the gravitational structure of its neighbors”, instead of 

providing an example to support their original criteria. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While moons are mentioned 

throughout the passage and a comparison is implied in the image, the criteria 

are not used specifically for determining the difference between a planet and 

a moon, but for distinguishing a planet from any other type of object. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The discovery in 1992 allowed 

astronomers to see how Pluto failed to exert enough gravitational force to 

affect the objects nearby; however, this did not expose a flaw in the way the 

eight major planets are classified. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 9 

16982 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 

meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 10.53% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 89.47% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. It may make sense for “colleagues” to 

refer to those scientists who attended the Great Planet Debate as friends; 

however, the word “colleagues” refers to people who work together. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The astronomers may have met with 

superiors in their jobs to determine a definition for planet; however, the word 

“colleagues” refers to people who work together. 

 

Rationale for Option C: Key – “Colleagues” is a word that refers to people who 

work together. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the passage refers to a meeting 

in Maryland, the context suggests that the word “colleagues” refers to people 

who work together, not people who travel together. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 





89 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 8 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2017 Item Release 

 

Question 10 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



90 

Question 10 

16983 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

 “It went from a high of 16, back to six when the objects circling planets

were reclassified as moons.” (1 point)

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze in detail the structure of a specific 

paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in 

developing and refining a key concept. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 40.57% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 59.43% 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response earns full credit (1 point) because the correct 

sentence is selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response earns no credit (0 points) because the sentence 

selected is incorrect. 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 11 

16984 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in 

a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to 

conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 16.28% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 83.72% 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the author does point out 

that there was some debate about planetary classifications and 

disagreement over the change to Pluto’s status, she does not take the point of 

view that planetary classifications do not hold much standing in the scientific 

community. 

 

Rationale for Option B: Key – Throughout the passage, the author highlights 

how planetary classifications have changed throughout history as scientists 

have discovered and learned more about planets. In paragraph 4 in 

particular, she implies that this is something that will likely continue to happen 

as scientists learn more. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the author does point out 

disagreements that have arisen over planetary classifications, she does not 

take the point of view that they cause unnecessary confusion for scientists. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the author does highlight the 

debate that occurred between scientists over the change to the definition of 

a planet in 2006, she does not take the position that planetary classifications 

should not be subject to larger debate. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 12 

16985 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze in detail the structure of a specific 

paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in 

developing and refining a key concept. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 41.19% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 58.81% 
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Scoring Guidelines 
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although this does pose a question, 

the reason is not to provoke thought or reflection, but to cause a gut reaction. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The author may be using an effective 

tactic to hint to readers that she will be discussing the discovery of a new 

planet; however, the details in the paragraph suggest that the author’s topic 

will discuss how objects are classified as planets. 

 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the author is posing a question to 

the reader, the intent is to show how the answer is more complicated than 

one might think, not to cause the reader to question or disagree with current 

scientific thinking. 

 

Rationale for Option D: Key – By beginning the passage in this way, the author 

is hinting that, though the question appears very simple, the subject may be 

more complicated than the reader would originally think. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 13 

16986 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Vocabulary 

Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

Student Performance on this Question: 

Percent 0 Points Earned: 49.49% 

Percent 1 Point Earned: 50.51% 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The number of planets decreased at 

times, but it also increased. “Fluctuated” implies that the number of planets 

went up and down. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The number of planets increased at 

times, but it also decreased. “Fluctuated” implies that the number of planets 

went up and down. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The number of planets is not stable. 

The word “fluctuated” suggests that the number has varied over time. 

Rationale for Option D: Key – The word “fluctuated” indicates that the number 

of planets has varied over time. 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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