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Grade 7 ELA
Spring 2017 Item Release
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.

1

2

3

4

5

Item
Type

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Content
Strand

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Key Ideas and
Details

Analyze the interactions
between individuals, events,
and ideas in a text (e.g., how
ideas influence individuals or
events, or how individuals
influence ideas or events).

B

1 point

Craft and
Structure

Analyze the structure an author
uses to organize a text,
including how the major
sections contribute to the whole
and to the development of the
ideas.

A

1 point

Craft and
Structure

Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they are
used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze
the impact of a specific word
choice on meaning and tone.

A

1 point

Craft and
Structure

Determine an author’s point of
view or purpose in a text and
analyze how the author
distinguishes his or her position
from that of others.

C

1 point

Key Ideas and
Details

Analyze the interactions
between individuals, events,
and ideas in a text (e.g., how
ideas influence individuals or
events, or how individuals
influence ideas or events).

D

1 point

iii

Grade 7 ELA
Spring 2017 Item Release
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.

6

7

8

9

10

Item
Type

Hot-Text
Item

Extended
Response

MultiSelect
Item

MultiSelect
Item

Multiple
Choice

Content
Strand

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Key Ideas and
Details

Determine two or more central
ideas in a text and analyze their
development over the course of
the text; provide an objective
summary of the text.

---

2 points

Expository

Write informative/explanatory
texts to examine a topic and
convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the
selection, organization, and
analysis of relevant content.

---

10 points

Key Ideas and
Details

Cite several pieces of textual
evidence to support analysis of
what the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn from
the text.

C, D

1 point

Key Ideas and
Details

Analyze the interactions
between individuals, events, and
ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas
influence individuals or events, or
how individuals influence ideas
or events).

A, B

1 point

Craft and
Structure

Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze the impact of
a specific word choice on
meaning and tone.

C

1 point

iv

Grade 7 ELA
Spring 2017 Item Release
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.

11

12

13

Item
Type

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

EvidenceBased
Select
Response

Content
Strand

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Craft and
Structure

Analyze the structure an author
uses to organize a text, including
how the major sections
contribute to the whole and to
the development of the ideas.

A

1 point

Craft and
Structure

Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in
a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze the impact of
a specific word choice on
meaning and tone.

D

1 point

Integration of
Knowledge
and Ideas

Trace and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in
a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and
sufficient to support the claims.

C; B

2 points
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Grade 7
English Language Arts
Spring 2017 Item Release
Stimulus for Questions 1 – 7

1

Stimulus for Questions 1 – 7

2

708

3

Grade 7
English Language Arts
Spring 2017 Item Release
Question 1
Question and Scoring Guidelines

5

Question 1

16961

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Analyze the interactions between individuals,
events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or
events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 45.92%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 54.08%

6

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The Philae is conducting experiments
on the contents of the comet, but there is no evidence that Rosetta is
supposed to return with any materials.
Rationale for Option B: Key – The Philae “dropped from the Rosetta spacecraft
and landed on the comet.”
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the passage shows that Rosetta
brought the Philae close to the comet, there is no evidence that it is supposed
to collect the lander when the mission is over.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The passage does refer to the Philae
collecting energy, but the energy is supposed to come from the sun via the
Philae's solar panels, not from Rosetta.

Sample Response: 1 point

7

Grade 7
English Language Arts
Spring 2017 Item Release
Question 2
Question and Scoring Guidelines

9

Question 2

16962

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure
Content Standard: Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a
text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and
to the development of the ideas.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 40.38%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 59.62%

10

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: Key – The section “In the Dark” emphasizes the
downside of the experiment in that scientists do not know where the probe is;
if it is unable to get any solar energy, it may affect the mission.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Paragraph 7 refers to the event of the
Philae arriving on the comet, and what happened once it landed, but overall,
the section contributes to the ideas in the passage by contrasting the time
and effort put into the mission with the short time that the probe will operate.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The passage does refer to scientists
trying to get the Philae out of darkness, but overall, the section contributes to
the ideas in the passage by contrasting the time and effort put into the mission
with the short time that the probe will operate.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the scientists did want the lander
to end up in a location where it could collect solar energy, the section “In the
Dark” does not suggest that the mission went differently than the scientists had
hoped.

Sample Response: 1 point

11

Grade 7
English Language Arts
Spring 2017 Item Release
Question 3
Question and Scoring Guidelines

13

Question 3

16963

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice
on meaning and tone.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 37.54%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 62.46%

14

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: Key – The context of the paragraph lends itself to
“flank” referring to a spatial relationship.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The context of the passage shows that
the lander is still intact.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The context of the passage shows that
“flanked” means that the lander is bordered or surrounded by the cliff. It does
not indicate that the lander is lifted by the cliff.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the context of the passage
shows that the lander was supposed to be in open space, it does not suggest
that the lander is replaced by the cliff.

Sample Response: 1 point

15

Grade 7
English Language Arts
Spring 2017 Item Release
Question 4
Question and Scoring Guidelines

17

Question 4

16964

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure
Content Standard: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in
a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position
from that of others.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 61.65%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 38.35%

18

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the 67P mission is the first one to
put a lander on a comet, the authors are not trying to show why so little was
previously known about comets.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The mission was a success, and the
passages suggest that the challenging nature of the mission likely involved a
lot of planning; however, the authors are not trying to emphasize the amount
of planning that went into the mission.
Rationale for Option C: Key – Both passages show that the 67P mission will
present an excellent opportunity for scientists to learn more about the origins
and early history of the solar system.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The 67P mission could confirm theories
about the solar system, but the purpose of the passage is to show that the 67P
mission will present a unique opportunity to study the origins and early history
of the solar system.

Sample Response: 1 point

19
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English Language Arts
Spring 2017 Item Release
Question 5
Question and Scoring Guidelines

21

Question 5

16965

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Analyze the interactions between individuals,
events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or
events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 45.93%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 54.07%

22

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The Philae lander is intended to study
only comet 67P's material composition, not track its flight path.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The Philae lander is intended to study
only comet 67P's material composition, not count or track other comets.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The Philae lander is not intended as a
test run for future manned missions to comets.
Rationale for Option D: Key – The Philae lander will study 67P's material
composition, which scientists hope will provide clues about the history of the
early solar system.

Sample Response: 1 point

23

Grade 7
English Language Arts
Spring 2017 Item Release
Question 6
Question and Scoring Guidelines

25

Question 6

16966

Points Possible: 2
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Determine two or more central ideas in a text and
analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an
objective summary of the text.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 41.45%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 26.32%
Percent 2 Points Earned: 32.23%
26

Scoring Guidelines
For this item, a full-credit response includes:


“This mission could give researchers valuable information about the origins
of our solar system and how it evolved.”
AND



“By studying these hunks of rock, dust and ice, scientists hope to better
understand the early history of the solar system—including Earth’s early
years.” in Part A (1 point).
AND

 “through a description of the Philae’s mission” in Part B (1 point).
Note: No credit will be awarded for Part B if Part A is incorrect.

27

Grade 7
English Language Arts
Spring 2017 Item Release
Question 6
Sample Responses

29

Sample Response: 2 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives full credit (2 points) because both
correct answers are selected in Part A and the correct
answer is also selected in Part B.

30

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because both
correct answers are selected in Part A, but an incorrect
answer is selected in Part B.

31

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because both
correct answers are selected in Part A, but an incorrect
answer is selected in Part B.

32

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points). Although one
correct answer is selected in Part A and Part B, the second
answer selected in Part A is incorrect. In order to receive
partial or full credit for this item, both correct answers in Part A
must be selected.

33

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points). Although one
correct answer is selected in Part A and Part B, the first answer
selected in Part A is incorrect. In order to receive partial or full
credit for this item, both correct answers in Part A must be
selected.

34

Grade 7
English Language Arts
Spring 2017 Item Release
Question 7
Question and Scoring Guidelines

35

Question 7

16967

36

Points Possible: 10
Content Strand: Expository
Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the
selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

Score Points Earned by Dimension
Score Point(s)
Earned

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization

Evidence and
Elaboration

Conventions of
Standard English

4

1.54%

1.40%

N/A

3

12.84%

10.70%

N/A

2

36.11%

35.83%

46.42%

1

41.14%

43.75%

41.14%

0

8.37%

8.32%

12.44%

Total Score Points Earned
0

1

2

3

4

5.87%

1.96%

7.08%

26.72% 9.92%

5

6

9.97%

23.61% 4.05%

37

7

8

9

10

9.35%

0.16%

1.31%

Scoring Guidelines

38

39

Grade 7
English Language Arts
Spring 2017 Item Release
Question 7
Sample Responses

41

Sample Response: 10 points

42

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is fully sustained

and focused with audience and purpose in mind. The
controlling idea that the Philae mission will lead researchers to
learn about the formation of the solar system and the
makeup of comets is strongly maintained throughout the
writing. Skillful use of transitional strategies (“Now being able
to study the comet from its surface” and “Comets provide a
good source of information on the ancient solar system”)
clarify the author's purpose on the benefits of the Philae
mission. From beginning to end, there is a logical progression
of ideas with a satisfying introduction and conclusion.
Appropriate tone is maintained.
Evidence and Elaboration – Smoothly integrated and relevant

evidence leads to thorough and convincing support for the
main idea that the Philae mission will lead to a greater
understanding of the early solar system and the origin of
comets. The sources quoted are precise (“Their contents are
preserved in a deep freeze because they spend so much of
their time away from the sun”). There is effective use of
quotations and examples that demonstrate an
understanding of the task. Vocabulary is clearly appropriate
and sentence structure is varied, demonstrating language
facility.
Conventions – The response demonstrates an adequate

command of basic conventions of standard English.

43

Sample Response: 8 points

44

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is adequately

sustained and generally focused on the task; the controlling
idea that the mission is “important because it will tell scientists
facts about the solar system that they didn't know” is
maintained. The response relies on more formulaic transitional
strategies (“One way the mission is important” and “This
suggests that the comets are...”). This strategy is repeated in
all three paragraphs. There is an adequate progression of
ideas from beginning to end using an introduction and a
conclusion.
Evidence and Elaboration – The support is adequate and

evidence is relevant to support the controlling idea. The
response repeats the same elaborative technique for
different ideas (“This suggests that the scientists will learn how
to make the next one better” in paragraphs 3 and 4). There is
adequate expression of ideas, domain-specific vocabulary
and some sentence variation.
Conventions – The response demonstrates an adequate

command of basic conventions of standard English.

45

Sample Response: 8 points

46

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is adequately

sustained and focused on a clear controlling idea. There is
evidence of adequate organizational structure, though it is
formulaic, with the response repeating the same phrases in
the same order in the three body paragraphs (“My evidence
is”, “My evidence supports”, “If we know more about”). The
controlling idea is maintained, there is adequate use of
transitional strategies, and the progression of ideas is sufficient.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response has adequate support.

There is generally integrated evidence from sources with some
elaborative techniques. Adequate expression of ideas and
appropriate vocabulary for the audience as well as some
sentence variation are present.
Conventions – The response demonstrates an adequate

command of basic conventions of standard English.

47

Sample Response: 8 points

48

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is adequately

sustained on a clear controlling idea that the Philae mission
has attained a lot of scientific knowledge. While the
controlling idea is maintained, there is some loosely related
material present, causing confusion in the final paragraph.
Adequate use of transitions and progression of ideas are
present but the response lacks a conclusion.
Evidence and Elaboration – Evidence is generally integrated

from relevant sources with adequate use of some elaborative
techniques (“Rosetta traveled for 10 years, and across 4 billion
miles ...”). General and precise language are used along with
appropriate vocabulary and some sentence variation.
Conventions – The response demonstrates an adequate

command of basic conventions of standard English.

49

Sample Response: 7 points

50

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response adequately

sustains a controlling idea on the Philae’s mission of
“provid[ing] undiscovered information about the materials
from the beginning of the universe.” The response spends
most of its time on a description of how the Philae will collect
information rather than what scientists may learn from the
project. There is adequate use of transitional strategies and
progression of ideas with an adequate introduction and a
conclusion.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response provides adequate

support for the controlling idea. Evidence is integrated into
the response and there are some elaborative techniques.
Domain-specific vocabulary (“frozen bodies of rock”) is
appropriate for the purpose and there is variation in sentence
structure. Due to the lack of citation, the score is limited to a 2
for Evidence and Elaboration.
Conventions – The response demonstrates an adequate

command of basic conventions of standard English.

51

Sample Response: 6 points

52

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is somewhat

sustained with a controlling idea, but there is also an
inconsistent organizational structure. The response is not
sufficiently sustained and displays some lack of understanding
of the text. There is an uneven progression of ideas and the
introduction and conclusion are weak.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response cites evidence, is

smoothly integrated, uses elaborative techniques and
effectively expresses ideas through precise language.
Vocabulary is appropriate and sentence structure is varied.
Conventions – The response demonstrates a partial command

of basic conventions of standard English.

53

Sample Response: 6 points

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is related to the

topic but there is little awareness of the audience and
purpose. The controlling idea is present (“the Philae mission
was important to scientific research”) but it is insufficiently
sustained. Ideas are presented but are repeated and
inadequately organized. The progression of ideas is uneven
with a weak introduction and conclusion.
Evidence and Elaboration – Evidence is weakly integrated and

uneven. Most of the evidence is quoted text that restates the
author's claim word for word. Simplistic ideas, some use of
inappropriate domain-specific vocabulary, and reliance on
simple sentences keep this response from a higher score in
evidence and elaboration.
Conventions – The response demonstrates an adequate

command of basic conventions of standard English.

54

Sample Response: 5 points

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is somewhat

sustained with a controlling idea. The mission purpose is
encapsulated in a single sentence (“This will give us
information on many different things such as the makeup of a
comet, our solar system's formation, and the origins of life”).
The second paragraph is a recap of what took place during
the mission and relates little to the stated controlling idea.
There is an uneven progression of ideas, which forces the
reader to make connections that the author left out.
Evidence and Elaboration – There is minimal evidence to

support the main idea. The second paragraph is about the
difficulties of the mission and does not elaborate on ideas
presented in paragraph 1. Ideas are vague and unclear with
minimal integration of source material.
Conventions – The response demonstrates an adequate

command of basic conventions of standard English.

55

Sample Response: 3 points

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – There is little awareness of

purpose or task with no discernible organizational structure.
The response is a list of ideas, creating confusion. There are
few transitional strategies and the extraneous ideas impede
meaning.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response provides minimal

evidence for a controlling idea. There is information in the
response but the expression of ideas is unclear and confusing.
The response demonstrates little evidence of proper use of
source material.
Conventions – The response demonstrates a partial command

of basic conventions of standard English.

56

Sample Response: 3 points

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is a list of

loosely connected ideas about the Philae mission. There is no
organization and the ideas are confusing.
Evidence and Elaboration – This is a minimal response made up

of unrelated support from the text.
Conventions – The response demonstrates a partial command

of basic conventions of standard English.

57

Sample Response: 3 points

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response contains a

controlling idea, but it is too brief to demonstrate evidence of
focus or organization.
Evidence and Elaboration – There is minimal support for the

controlling idea. There is little use of sources, facts, or details.
Conventions – The response demonstrates a partial command

of basic conventions of standard English.

58

Sample Response: 3 points

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – There is little awareness of

purpose or task with no discernible organizational structure.
The controlling idea is basic and vague. The response is a list
of ideas with few transitional strategies and extraneous ideas
that impede meaning.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response provides minimal

evidence for a controlling idea other than presenting a list of
facts. There is information in the response but the expression
of ideas is unclear. The response demonstrates little evidence
of proper use of source material.
Conventions – The response demonstrates a partial command

of basic conventions of standard English.

59

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response displays no

awareness of purpose or task. It is too brief to demonstrate
evidence of focus or organization.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response provides some

information from the passage that could be used as support.
Conventions – The response demonstrates a lack of command

of conventions of standard English, with frequent and severe
errors that often obscure meaning.

60
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Stimulus for Questions 8 – 13

61

Stimulus for Questions 8 – 13

62

709

63

Grade 7
English Language Arts
Spring 2017 Item Release
Question 8
Question and Scoring Guidelines

65

Question 8

16968

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn
from the text.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 69.01%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 30.99%

66

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. Although the park’s promoters did
envision that Yellowstone would not cost the government, this evidence does
not support the statement about all the national parks needing a single
managing agency.
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. Although Norris did explore and
add to the geographical knowledge of Yellowstone, this evidence does not
support the statement about all the national parks needing a single managing
agency.
Rationale for Third Option: Key – This statement shows that a handful of
assistant superintendents acting as police were not sufficient to protect
wildlife, emphasizing that their lack of specific training and coordination
affected their ability to help the park.
Rationale for Fourth Option: Key – This statement shows the need for a single
managing agency by identifying the causal relationship between separate
administration and uneven management, inefficiency, and a lack of
direction.
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. Although Yellowstone’s first rangers
were hired two years after creation of the National Park Service, this evidence
does not support the statement about the national parks’ need for a single
managing agency prior to the creation of the NPS.

67
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Spring 2017 Item Release
Question 8
Sample Responses

69

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response receives full credit (1 point) because both
correct answers are selected. For this item, a full-credit (1
point) response includes the following selections:
 “Even when ten assistant superintendents were
authorized to act as police, they failed to stop the
destruction of wildlife.” (paragraph 7)
AND
 “…each of the 14 other national parks established in
the late 1800s and early 1900s was separately
administered, resulting in uneven management,
inefficiency, and a lack of direction.” (paragraph 10)

70

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the
answers selected are both incorrect.

71

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the first
answer selected is incorrect. Although the second answer
selected is correct, in order to receive credit for this item,
students must select both correct answer options. No partial
credit is awarded for this item type.

72

Grade 7
English Language Arts
Spring 2017 Item Release
Question 9
Question and Scoring Guidelines

73

Question 9

16969

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details
Content Standard: Analyze the interactions between individuals,
events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or
events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 65.22%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 34.78%

74

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for First Option: Key – Norris was the first superintendent to build
roads and a park headquarters.
Rationale for Second Option: Key – Different superintendents struggled in
different ways to protect the park, with some making more significant efforts
than others.
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. Superintendents did not hire the
Army troops; the Secretary of War did.
Rationale for Fourth Option: This is incorrect. Although Yosemite is mentioned
as a reference point, this detail refers to initial explorers, not superintendents.
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. It is unclear that superintendents did
this from the passage.

75

Grade 7
English Language Arts
Spring 2017 Item Release
Question 9
Sample Responses

77

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response receives full credit (1 point) because both
correct answers are selected. For this item, a full-credit (1
point) response includes the following selections:
 establishing roads and park facilities
AND
 attempting to protect Yellowstone Park

78

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the
second answer selected is incorrect. Although the first answer
selected is correct, in order to receive credit for this item,
students must select both correct answer options. No partial
credit is awarded for this item type.

79

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the
answers selected are both incorrect.

80

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the
answers selected are both incorrect.

81

Grade 7
English Language Arts
Spring 2017 Item Release
Question 10
Question and Scoring Guidelines

83

Question 10

16970

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice
on meaning and tone.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 29.62%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 70.38%

84

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although a crowning achievement
may be a final effort, the text does not say or imply that.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This would be a misinterpretation of the
context of the phrase. A crowning achievement in this case is a great success,
not the start of something.
Rationale for Option C: Key – “Crowning achievement” is a phrase meaning
“greatest success”.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the crowning achievement
could have been a famous discovery, this is not how the phrase is used in the
paragraph.

Sample Response: 1 point

85
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Spring 2017 Item Release
Question 11
Question and Scoring Guidelines

87

Question 11

16971

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure
Content Standard: Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a
text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and
to the development of the ideas.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 23.34%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 76.66%

88

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: Key – Paragraph 1 discusses the origination of the idea
for the national park.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the author does discuss some
causes and effects, the text is structured predominantly in chronological order
and these events do not occur again in the passage.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While students may see technical or
park-specific terms, this does not adequately describe why paragraph 1 is
there. Additionally, these terms are not truly explained or used later in the
passage.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Paragraph 1 only gives one set of
individuals (explorers in 1870) but does not give much information on them.
Additionally, these individuals do not play important roles in the passage.

Sample Response: 1 point
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Question 12

16972

Points Possible: 1
Content Strand: Craft and Structure
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice
on meaning and tone.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 42.14%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 57.86%
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Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. “Attuned to” implies a focus or
awareness of something, but not necessarily something that one struggles
with.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. “Attuned to” does not mean
“promoting” as it is used in this case. Rather, it implies a focus or awareness of
something.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. “Attuned to” does not mean
“observing” as it is used in this case. Rather, it implies a focus or awareness of
something.
Rationale for Option D: Key – The last section of the passage refers to the
careful attention given to the park by professionals. In this context, “attuned
to” refers to a focus or awareness of the needs of the land.

Sample Response: 1 point
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Question 13

16973

Points Possible: 2
Content Strand: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Content Standard: Trace and evaluate the argument and specific
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims.
Student Performance on this Question:
Percent 0 Points Earned: 43.23%
Percent 1 Point Earned: 10.79%
Percent 2 Points Earned: 45.98%
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Scoring Guidelines
Part A
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While this indicates that people
believed the Army would be effective in running the park, it precedes them
actually taking over and it does not speak to the Army's ability in actually
running Yellowstone.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although this sentence pertains to
Army control in Yellowstone, it is a fact, not a claim the author makes.
Rationale for Option C: Key – This is the claim the author makes about the
Army's ability to run the parks.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This sentence does not speak to ability
as much as it does their professional disposition.
Part B
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This would not support the claim that
the Army strengthened regulations.
Rationale for Option B: Key – “Troops guarded the major attractions and
evicted troublemakers...” supports the claim that the Army strengthened
regulations.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This would not support the claim that
the Army strengthened regulations.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This would not support the claim that
the Army strengthened regulations.
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Sample Response: 2 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives full credit (2 points) because the
correct answer is selected in both Part A and Part B.
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Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the
correct answer is selected in Part A, but an incorrect answer is
selected in Part B.
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Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response receives partial credit (1 point) because the
correct answer is selected in Part A, but an incorrect answer is
selected in Part B.
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Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response receives no credit (0 points) because the
answer selected in Part A is incorrect. While the answer
selected in Part B is correct, students do not receive partial
credit on this item type when Part A is incorrect and Part B is
correct. In order to receive partial credit (1 point) for this item,
students are required to select the correct answer in Part A.
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