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Grade 6 ELA 

Spring 2016 Item Release 

Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 

Content 

Strand 

Content 

Standard 

Answer 

Key 
Points 

1 
Hot Text 

Item 

Key Ideas 

and Details 

Cite textual evidence to 

support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

--- 1 point 

2 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Analyze how a particular 

sentence, chapter, scene, or 

stanza fits into the overall 

structure of a text and 

contributes to the development 

of the theme, setting, or plot. 

C 1 point 

3 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact 

of a specific word choice on 

meaning and tone. 

C 1 point 

4 
Multiple 

Choice 
Vocabulary 

Determine or clarify the 

meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 6 

reading and content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

D 1 point 

5 

Evidence-

Based 

Selected 

Response 

Key Ideas 

and Details 

Describe how a particular 

story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in 

a series of episodes as well as 

how the characters respond or 

change as the plot moves 

toward a resolution. 

C; C 1 point 

6 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact 

of a specific word choice on 

meaning and tone. 

C 1 point 
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Question 1 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 1 

23937 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

 Selection of “Everywhere else it had been ploughed under when the

highways were surveyed;” (1 point).

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what 

the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2016 Item Release 

Question 1 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives full credit (1 point) because the text 

“Everywhere else it had been ploughed under when the 

highways were surveyed;” was selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the text 

“this half-mile or so within the pasture fence was all that was 

left of that old road which used to run like a wild thing across 

the open prairie,” was selected and is incorrect. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the text 

“As I wandered over those rough pastures, I had the good 

luck to stumble upon a bit of the first road that went from 

Black Hawk out to the north country;” was selected and is 

incorrect. 
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Question 2 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 2 

23941 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the narrator paints an image, 

this is not a recollection of an earlier time. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the word “disappeared” may 

suggest a recollection, there is no earlier time here. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – This sentence signals that the reader is recalling 

a memory of the past. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although this expresses a sense of 

looking inside oneself, this does not signal memory. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, 

scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and 

contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 



 13 
 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Grade 6 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2016 Item Release 

Question 3 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



16 

Question 3 

23944 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the mention of a grizzly 

suggests danger, the phrase is referring to the appearance of the wheel ruts in 

the earth. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the narrator might be afraid if 

he encountered a grizzly, this is a literal interpretation of the phrase, which is 

referring to the wheel ruts, not a real bear. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – The use of this language to describe the wheel 

ruts is in sharp contrast to the other descriptions in the text, which stress beauty 

and peacefulness. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the ruts may be seen as a 

negative consequence, there is no indication that the land is uncared for. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 

meaning and tone. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 4 

23939 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This is not the correct meaning of the 

prefix. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This is not the correct meaning of the 

prefix. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This is not the correct meaning of the 

prefix. 

Rationale for Option D: Key – This is the correct meaning of the prefix. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Vocabulary 

Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 



 21 
 

Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 5 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 5 

23945 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot 

unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond 

or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the narrator sees changes in 

the land, there is no indication that he is disappointed by them. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the text mentions the thistles 

piling up like barricades, there is no indication that the narrator feels helpless 

because of this. 

 

Rationale for Option C: Key – The narrator thinks about his memories and the 

travel he had planned to do. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the idea of a walk might 

suggest that the narrator is restless, this idea is not developed in the text. 

 

Part B 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This might be thought to support the 

idea of restlessness. 

 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This might be thought to support the 

idea of helplessness. 

 

Rationale for Option C: Key – This supports the idea that the narrator was 

reflective, thinking about many things. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This might be thought to support the 

idea of disappointment. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives full credit (1 point) because the correct 

answer is selected in both Part A and Part B. To receive full 

credit for this item, the student must select the correct answer 

in both Part A and Part B.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 

correct answer choice was selected for Part A, but not for 

Part B. The student may have been able to understand how 

the narrator in Passage 1 feels about his prairie walk, but was 

unable to support that inference with the correct evidence 

from the text. To receive full credit for this item, the student 

must select the correct answer in both Part A and Part B.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 

student selected an incorrect answer for both Part A and Part 

B. To receive full credit for this item, the student must select 

the correct answer in both Part A and Part B.  
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Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 6 

23943 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although roaming and playing may be 

associated with disobedient behavior, the context does not support this 

interpretation. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although roaming and playing might 

suggest the power of the animals, the context does not support this 

interpretation. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – The buffalo roaming and the antelope playing 

both suggest freedom. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the word “play” might 

suggest humor, this interpretation is not supported by the context. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on 

meaning and tone. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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