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ELA II
Practice Test
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.

1

2

3

Item
Type

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

EvidenceBased
Selected
Response

Topic

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Informational

Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings;
analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word
choices on meaning and
tone (e.g., how the
language of a court opinion
differs from that of a
newspaper).

D

1 point

Informational

Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings;
analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word
choices on meaning and
tone (e.g., how the
language of a court opinion
differs from that of a
newspaper).

B

1 point

Informational

Cite strong and thorough
textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the
text.

A; A

2 points

iii

ELA II
Practice Test
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.

4

5

6

7

Item
Type

Multiple
Choice

EvidenceBased
Selected
Response

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Topic

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Informational

Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings;
analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word
choices on meaning and
tone (e.g., how the
language of a court opinion
differs from that of a
newspaper).

C

1 point

Informational

Analyze how the author
unfolds an analysis or series
of ideas or events, including
the order in which the
points are made, how they
are introduced and
developed, and the
connections that are drawn
between them.

D; A

2 points

Informational

Determine an author’s
perspective or purpose in a
text and analyze how an
author uses rhetoric to
advance that point of view
or purpose.

B

1 point

Informational

Analyze in detail how an
author’s ideas or claims are
developed and refined by
particular sentences,
paragraphs, or larger
portions of a text (e.g., a
section or chapter).

C

1 point

iv

ELA II
Practice Test
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.

8

9

10

11

Item
Type

Answer
Key

Points

Informational

Analyze how the author
unfolds an analysis or series
of ideas or events, including
the order in which the points
are made, how they are
introduced and developed,
and the connections that
are drawn between them.

D

1 point

Informational

Cite strong and thorough
textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the
text.

---

1 point

Informational

Determine or clarify the
meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and
phrases based on grades 9–
10 reading and content,
choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.

D

1 point

Matching
Informational
Item

Analyze seminal U.S.
documents of historical and
literary significance (e.g.,
Washington’s Farewell
Address, the Gettysburg
Address, Roosevelt’s Four
Freedoms speech, King’s
“ Letter From Birmingham
Jail”), including how they
address related themes and
concepts.

---

1 point

Multiple
Choice

Hot Text
Item

Multiple
Choice

Content
Standard

Topic

v

ELA II
Practice Test
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.

12

13

14

Item
Type

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Matching
Item

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Literary

Analyze how an author’s
choices concerning how to
structure a text, order events
within it (e.g., parallel plots),
and manipulate time (e.g.,
pacing, flashbacks) create
such effects as mystery,
tension, or surprise.

A

1 point

Literary

Analyze how complex
characters (e.g., those with
multiple or conflicting
motivations) develop over
the course of a text, interact
with other characters, and
advance the plot or
develop the theme.

B

1 point

Literary

Analyze literary text
development. a. Determine
a theme of a text and
analyze in detail its
development over the
course of the text, including
how it emerges and is
shaped and refined by
specific details. b. Provide
an objective summary of
the text that includes the
theme and relevant story
elements.

---

1 point

Topic

vi

ELA II
Practice Test
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.

15

16

17

Item
Type

MultiSelect
Item

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Literary

Analyze how complex
characters (e.g., those with
multiple or conflicting
motivations) develop over
the course of a text, interact
with other characters, and
advance the plot or
develop the theme.

C, D

1 point

Literary

Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they
are used in the text,
including figurative and
connotative meanings;
analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word
choices on meaning, mood,
and tone (e.g., how the
language evokes a sense of
time and place or an
emotion; how it sets a formal
or informal tone).

C

1 point

Literary

Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they
are used in the text,
including figurative and
connotative meanings;
analyze the cumulative
impact of specific word
choices on meaning, mood,
and tone (e.g., how the
language evokes a sense of
time and place or an
emotion; how it sets a formal
or informal tone).

D

1 point

Topic

vii

ELA II
Practice Test
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.

18

19

20

Item
Type

Multiple
Choice

Multiple
Choice

Extended
Response

Content
Standard

Answer
Key

Points

Literary

Analyze how an author
alludes to and transforms
source material in a specific
work (e.g., how Shakespeare
treats a theme or topic from
Ovid or the Bible or how a
later author draws on a play
by Shakespeare).

B

1 point

Literary

Determine or clarify the
meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words
and phrases based on
grades 9–10 reading and
content, choosing flexibly
from a range of strategies.

C

1 point

Writing

Write informative/
explanatory texts to examine
and convey complex ideas,
concepts, and information
clearly and accurately
through the effective
selection, organization, and
analysis of content.

---

10 points

Topic
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English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Stimulus for Questions 1 – 11

1

Stimulus for Questions 1 – 11

2

3

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 1
Question and Scoring Guidelines

5

Question 1

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court
opinion differs from that of a newspaper).

6

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While there is some connection
between a person’s life or outlook and making art, the focus is not on the
speed of the process, but rather that a life can be shaped the way art can.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While Thoreau mentions making a few
objects beautiful, he is more concerned with the human mind and its outlook
on a larger scale. He actually wants a broader focus on the mind rather than
a focus on smaller details.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While this is a concept that might be
associated with art in general, Thoreau does not suggest people should
devote more time to appreciating beauty, but rather that they should seek to
make their lives worthy of contemplation.
Rationale for Option D: Key – Thoreau uses this language to show that human
perspective is as malleable as an art medium and can be shaped just as a
statue can. With this language, he implies that the mind and its outlook are
only as fixed as a person’s artistic vision for them.

Sample Response: 1 point

7

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 2
Question and Scoring Guidelines

9

Question 2

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court
opinion differs from that of a newspaper).

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although a student might misread the
“chopping sea”, “quicksands” and “go to the bottom” as dangers, Thoreau is
using these terms metaphorically to describe the distractions of modern life.
Rationale for Option B: Key – Thoreau introduces his contempt for modern life
with this metaphor, going on to lament “so-called internal improvements”,
people “ruined by luxury and heedless expense” and modern technology.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although a student might misread
Thoreau’s calling for simplification in life as autobiographical, there is no
evidence that he is referring to his own life.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although a student may misinterpret
Thoreau’s comparisons between simplified life and distracted life as a
reference to his own life, there is no indication that he is comparing his past
and present.

10

Sample Response: 1 point

11

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 3
Question and Scoring Guidelines

13

Question 3

Points Possible: 2
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.

14

Scoring Guidelines
Part A
Rationale for Option A: Key – This shows an accurate interpretation of the
relationship between nature and the scholar.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This response keys on the ideas about
classification and interpreting that as an idea related to companionship, but
this is not a correct interpretation.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This response shows a connection to
the idea that scholars classify nature, but this does not result in the scholar and
nature becoming equals.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This response presents the idea of
individualism and standing by “itself” as oppositional, but this is an incorrect
interpretation of the idea.
Part B
Rationale for Option A: Key – This detail supports the idea that nature is the
teacher of the scholar.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This response relates to option C in
Part A, but Emerson does not describe nature and the scholar as belonging to
the same classification system.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This response relates to option D in
Part A, but Emerson does not describe nature and the scholar as adversaries.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This response relates to option B in
Part A, but while Emerson paints a somewhat symbiotic relationship between
the scholar and nature, the true relationship is that of teacher and pupil.

15

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 3
Sample Responses

17

Sample Response: 2 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (2 points) because the student
selected the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B.

18

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the
student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the
response for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a point. In
order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B
must be correct.

19

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the
student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the
response for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a point. In
order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B
must be correct.

20

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point) because the
student selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the
response for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a point. In
order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B
must be correct.

21

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points). The student selected
the correct answer in Part B; however, the answer selected
in Part A is not correct. In order to receive partial credit for this
item, the answer in Part A must be correct. In order to receive
full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.

22

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers
selected for Part A and Part B are both incorrect.

23

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 4
Question and Scoring Guidelines

25

Question 4

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court
opinion differs from that of a newspaper).

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While Thoreau does allude to this point
in the passage, this is not the idea expressed in the targeted sentence.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While Thoreau is not a proponent of the
railway system, he is not arguing that it poses a danger to society in this
sentence.
Rationale for Option C: Key – Thoreau feels that technology and progress
complicate life. Trains cause people to get places faster, but they cause
people to rush and not savor life.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While Thoreau is a proponent of the
natural world, the intent of the targeted statement is to comment on the
danger that the railway poses to personal freedom, not on the dangers posed
to the natural world.
26

Sample Response: 1 point

27

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 5
Question and Scoring Guidelines

29

Question 5

Points Possible: 2
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or
series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are
made, how they are introduced and developed, and the
connections that are drawn between them.

30

Scoring Guidelines
Part A
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Emerson does say “The
scholar is he of all men whom this spectacle most engages”, this is not a key
idea in the passage. Emerson does not focus on how scholars, as opposed to
others, should be more connected to nature.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although Emerson relates that “to this
school-boy under the bending dome of day, is suggested, that he and it
proceed from one root”, Emerson does not argue that young people in
particular need to spend more time connecting with nature.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although Emerson calls out a number
of scientists and relates that “The ambitious soul sits down before each
refractory fact; one after another, reduces all strange constitutions, all new
powers, to their class and their law”, he does not argue that scientists need to
devote themselves to classifying and cataloguing.
Rationale for Option D: Key – A major focus of the passage is that only through
connecting to nature can humans connect to themselves. Emerson
emphasizes this in his final statement that “in fine, the ancient precept, ‘Know
thyself’, and the modern precept, ‘Study nature’, become at last one maxim”.
Part B
Rationale for Option A: Key – Emerson uses metaphors throughout the
passage such as “one is leaf and one is flower” to emphasize the connections
between humans and nature, and thus supports the idea that humans and
nature are one, and that humans need to understand nature in order to
understand themselves.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although Emerson uses detailed
descriptions, he does not use narratives to further his key idea that humans
need to understand nature to understand themselves.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although Emerson mentions specific
classes of people, he does not use real-life examples to further his key idea
that humans need to understand nature to understand themselves.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although Emerson emphasizes the
importance of connecting to nature, he does not use comparisons to further
his key idea that humans need to understand nature to understand
themselves.
31

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 5
Sample Responses

33

Sample Response: 2 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (2 points) because the student
selected the correct response in Part A as well as in Part B.

34

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). The student
selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the response
for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be
correct.

35

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). The student
selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the response
for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be
correct.

36

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). The student
selected the correct answer in Part A; however, the response
for Part B is incorrect and does not earn a point. In order to
earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be
correct.

37

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers
selected for Part A and Part B are both incorrect.

38

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers
selected for Part A and Part B are both incorrect.

39

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 6
Question and Scoring Guidelines

41

Question 6

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in
a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that
point of view or purpose.

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Emerson does discuss the importance
of nature to the lives of humans and begins the passage by explaining this
concept. However, the quotation does not reflect the importance of nature in
the lives of humans.
Rationale for Option B: Key – Emerson’s entire argument is an analogy
between nature and the human mind, as he shows the parallels between
nature’s laws and the operation of the human mind.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Emerson discusses scientific principles
and process, and he provides examples of different types of scientists.
However, he does not list examples of specific findings.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although Emerson does show how
nature is important to different types of scientists, this quotation is not an
appeal to emotion. Emerson’s overall purpose isn’t simply to show that nature
is important to science, but to create an analogy between the workings of
nature and the workings of the human mind.
42

Sample Response: 1 point

43

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 7
Question and Scoring Guidelines

45

Question 7

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the sentence mentions
astronomy, which has some sense of Earth’s place within the universe, it does
not focus on humanity’s place in the world.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While the sentence may seem to have
some relationship to the effect of a scientific discovery, Emerson is not
developing a claim about an effect on the world.
Rationale for Option C: Key – The sentence shows how certain concepts and
phenomena are connected, even though they seem quite unrelated at first.
Emerson shows that things that are as theoretically disparate and physically
distant as the human mind and celestial bodies are actually intrinsically linked.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the sentence mentions
astronomy and geometry, and the overall passage suggests studying nature to
“know thyself”, Emerson is not encouraging certain types of pursuits here, nor is
he as concerned with self-improvement.
46

Sample Response: 1 point

47

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 8
Question and Scoring Guidelines

49

Question 8

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or
series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are
made, how they are introduced and developed, and the
connections that are drawn between them.

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Emerson describes nature as
an “always circular power returning into itself”, he does not describe the mind
as circular.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although Emerson mentions a
school-boy learning “under the bending dome of day”, he describes the
development of the mind as an individual process. There is no focus on a
partnership or learning from others.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Emerson does describe a focused
lifestyle in tune with nature, but he does not talk of the issues inherent in a
complicated lifestyle.
Rationale for Option D: Key – Emerson states that, “To the young mind, every
thing is individual, stands by itself”. Then he describes the growth of the mind
when it “finds how to join two things . . . then three, then three thousand”. He
states that the mind ultimately works toward understanding the connections in
the world, “whereby contrary and remote things cohere, and flower out from
one stem”.
50

Sample Response: 1 point

51

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 9
Question and Scoring Guidelines

53

Question 9

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.

Scoring Guidelines
For this item, a full-credit response includes:


Selection of “Thus to him, to this school-boy under the bending dome of
day, is suggested, that he and it proceed from one root; one is leaf and
one is flower; relation, sympathy, stirring in every vein.” (1 point).

54

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 9
Sample Responses

55

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the student
selected the correct detail.

56

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the student
selected an incorrect detail.

57

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the student
selected an incorrect detail.

58

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 10
Question and Scoring Guidelines

59

Question 10

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The reference to plants could lead to a
misunderstanding that the word is related to “blossom”, but the context clearly
points to uniting or joining together for the meaning of “cohere”.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The sentence makes reference to
expansion at the beginning, but the context clearly points to uniting or joining
together for the meaning of “cohere”.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The idea of growing stronger or thriving
could be a misunderstanding based on some of the references in the
sentence, but the full context clearly points to uniting or joining together for
the meaning of “cohere”.
Rationale for Option D: Key – “Cohere” means to unite or join together as it is
used in the sentence.
60

Sample Response: 1 point

61

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 11
Question and Scoring Guidelines

63

Question 11

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and
literary significance (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, the
Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s
“Letter From Birmingham Jail”), including how they address related
themes and concepts.

64

Scoring Guidelines
For this item, a full-credit response includes:





Both “Passage 1” and “Passage 2” selected for “Quest for heightened
consciousness”;
AND
Only “Passage 1” selected for “Disdain for materialism”;
AND
Both “Passage 1” and “Passage 2” selected for “Importance of the
individual” (1 point).

65

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 11
Sample Responses

67

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the student
correctly matched the major principles with the associated
passages.

68

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the student
did not correctly match the major principles with the
associated passages.

69

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the student
did not correctly match the major principles with the
associated passages.

70

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Stimulus for Questions 12 – 20

71

Stimulus for Questions 12 – 20

72

73

74

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 12
Question and Scoring Guidelines

75

Question 12

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning
how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots),
and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects
as mystery, tension, or surprise.

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: Key – The action moves much more slowly in Passage 1
because of the sequential, uniformly paced narration.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The paragraphs in Passage 1 are
significantly longer than Passage 2, but the plot is not more dramatic.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The initial paragraph of Passage 1
does not establish a tone that is playful, light-hearted or not serious; it is more
mythic or heroic.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The narration in Passage 1 does
provide description of details with respect to scene and imagery, but these do
not make the plot more mysterious or harder to follow.

76

Sample Response: 1 point

77

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 13
Question and Scoring Guidelines

79

Question 13

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with
multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text,
interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the
theme.

80

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the idea of overcoming a
personal terror suggests a desire for improvement, context shows that the
emperor’s desire to overcome his fear was not out of an innate desire for
self-improvement, but rather to live up to the view that leaders should be
strong and courageous.
Rationale for Option B: Key – Context shows that the emperor feels that
because of his position, he needs to show that he is courageous.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although the emperor shows
reluctance to befriend Androcles, context shows that this phrase has more to
do with the emperor’s self-perception than his relationship with Androcles.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the emperor’s use of the
word “conquer” suggests that he wants to overcome something, context
shows that he wants to overcome himself, not the lion. The emperor isn’t as
concerned about competing with the lion as he is with overcoming his
personal fears.

Sample Response: 1 point

81

English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 14
Question and Scoring Guidelines

83

Question 14

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze literary text development. a. Determine
a theme of a text and analyze in detail its development over the
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details. b. Provide an objective summary of the
text that includes the theme and relevant story elements.

84

Scoring Guidelines
For this item, a full-credit response includes:










“Passage 1 Only” selected for “Androcles is captured and taken as a
prisoner to be thrown to the lions.”;
AND
“Passage 1 Only” selected for “A lion is released to freedom after he
shows his loyalty and friendship to Androcles.”;
AND
“Passage 1 Only” selected for “Androcles sees a lion in pain and decides
to help by removing a thorn from the lion’s paw.”;
AND
“Passage 2 Only” selected for “A lion that was supposed to attack
prisoners instead terrorizes the crowd and chases the emperor.”;
AND
“Passage 2 Only” selected for “Androcles guides the emperor in order to
keep the emperor from being attacked by a lion.” (1 point).
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English Language Arts II
Practice Test
Question 14
Sample Responses
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Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (1 point) because all of the
student’s selections are correct and accurately reflect a
detail included in the summary for the assigned passage.
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Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the student’s
selections do not all accurately reflect a detail included in
the summary for the assigned passage.
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Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the student’s
selections do not all accurately reflect a detail included in
the summary for the assigned passage.
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Question 15
Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 15

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with
multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text,
interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the
theme.

92

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. Although this is an example of the
emperor trying to convince the audience and Androcles that he is not afraid
of the lion, at this time he is running away from the lion and is not being honest.
Androcles even tells the emperor not to be afraid in the next section of
dialogue.
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. While this describes an instance
in which the emperor seeks to avoid the lion, it does not show him changing or
pretending to change.
Rationale for Third Option: Key – This shows how the emperor, who has
previously prohibited Androcles from touching him, initiates contact with
Androcles to convince the lion not to attack.
Rationale for Fourth Option: Key – This option describes the emperor
embracing Androcles for comedic effect, which is a stark contrast to how
Androcles has been treated elsewhere in the excerpt.
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. This sentence represents a command
that the emperor gives to Androcles, so it does not indicate any change (the
Emperor is still bossy and commanding).
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95

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the student
selected the two correct answers.
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Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the
selected answers is incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this
item, both selections must be correct.
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Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because only one of
the answer choices are selected. In order to earn full credit for
this item, both selections must be correct.
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Question and Scoring Guidelines
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Question 16

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices
on meaning, mood, and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a
sense of time and place or an emotion; how it sets a formal or
informal tone).

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although this is a tone often used in
literature, it is not used here.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the naive wondering might
contribute to a hopeless tone, the stage directions clarify that the tone is not
hopeless at all.
Rationale for Option C: Key – Introducing the lion as a character who yawns
and laughs casually contributes to a satirical tone in the passage, and the
naive ponderings of Androcles confirm that this is meant to be a humorous
moment, juxtaposing Androcles’ words with the lion’s behavior.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although there is some mystery around
what will happen to Androcles, there is not a mysterious tone. The writer is not
trying to create suspense with these sentences.
100

Sample Response: 1 point
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Question 17

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices
on meaning, mood, and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a
sense of time and place or an emotion; how it sets a formal or
informal tone).
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Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Androcles is somewhat afraid
of his own situation, he is flattering the emperor here by calling him
courageous; to the extent that Androcles is afraid, this does not add irony to
the scene.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The emperor wants to bring the court in
so they can be frightened by the lion just as he was, but there is no irony in
that.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The emperor does touch the lion in
spite of his own fear; however, this is not ironic.
Rationale for Option D: Key – Androcles does not really think that the emperor
is courageous. Androcles is manipulating the emperor throughout the entire
scene by appealing to the emperor’s arrogance.

Sample Response: 1 point
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Question 18

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze how an author alludes to and transforms
source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a
theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on
a play by Shakespeare).

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Androcles is well aware that
the emperor has to condescend him, he doesn’t seem concerned with
achieving any particular status.
Rationale for Option B: Key – In Passage 2, Androcles and the lion are actively
involved in manipulating the emperor. They are not passive participants in the
public spectacle; they are driving the events.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Androcles and the lion have a close
relationship in Passage 2, but they are also sympathetic toward each other in
Passage 1.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Androcles and the lion are fearful of
the emperor’s power to put them to death, but they are also toying with him,
so they do not seem to be more fearful in Passage 2. In fact, they seem less so
than in Passage 1.
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Sample Response: 1 point
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Question 19

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading
and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
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Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The emperor does pretend to be
Androcles’ friend, but Androcles does not mean that he is showing affection to
a friend because he clearly knows they are not friends.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although the emperor does work up his
courage to face the lion, that is not what is happening in these lines.
Rationale for Option C: Key – This is the meaning of the word “condescension”.
The reader can infer this from the fact that the emperor sees Androcles as a
captive slave, but now must pretend to be his friend.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Androcles is helpful and sympathetic in
the passage, but the emperor is not. In these lines, the emperor is stooping to
be Androcles’ friend.
Sample Response: 1 point
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Question 20

Points Possible: 10
Topic: Writing
Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine
and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.
116

Scoring Guidelines

117
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Sample Response: 10 points

120

121

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (10 points).
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – It is fully sustained and
consistently focused within the purpose, audience and task
category, with effective organizational structure, earning the
maximum 4 points in the assigned category.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns the
maximum 4 points for providing thorough, convincing and
credible support while citing evidence for the controlling idea.
Conventions – Finally, this response earns the maximum 2 points
for demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions
of standard English.
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Sample Response: 8 points
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Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (8 points).
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is adequately
sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience
and task category, with evident organizational structure, earning
3 out of the 4 possible points in the assigned category.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 3 out of
the 4 possible points in the category of evidence and
elaboration for providing adequate support when citing
evidence for the controlling idea.
Conventions – Finally, this response earns the maximum 2 points
allowed for demonstrating an adequate command of basic
conventions of standard English.
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Sample Response: 5 points
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Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (5 points).
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is somewhat
sustained within the purpose, audience and task category, but
includes some extraneous material. Likewise, its organization is
inconsistent, earning only 2 of the 4 possible points for this
category.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns 2 of the 4
possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the response
provides uneven support for the controlling idea.
Conventions – Finally, this response earns only 1 of the 2
possible points for demonstrating a partial command of
basic conventions of standard English.
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Sample Response: 3 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (3 points).
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – The response is related to the
topic, but demonstrates little awareness of the purpose, audience
and task category, and has no discernible organizational
structure, earning only 1 of the 4 possible points for this category.
Evidence and Elaboration – The response also earns only 1 of the 4
possible points for evidence and elaboration, as the response
provides only cursory support for the controlling idea.
Conventions – Finally, this response earns only 1 of the 2
possible points for demonstrating a partial command of
basic conventions of standard English.
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